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To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland, 

and  the  Local  Authority  of  the  Burgh  of  Greenock. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Burgh  for  the  year  1945. 

The  birth  rate  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  are  the  lowest 
on  record. 

Tuberculosis  remains  an  ever  serious  problem  and  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  institutional  accommodation  has  not  become  any  less 
during  the  year. 

I 

I wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Corporation  for  their  under- 
standing support  in  the  problems  confronting  the  department 
and  to  express  to  the  members  of  the  staff  my  sincere  appreciation 
of  their  loyalty  and  ever  ready  and  ungrudging  help.  I am  grateful 
also  to  my  colleagues  in  the  Corporation  service  for  their  constant 
co-operation  in  our  common  services  for  the  good  of  the  community. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Alexander  Johnstone, 

Medical  Officer  of  H ealth. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 
1945. 


Population  as  estimated  at  the  middle  of  1945,  ....  73,288 

Acreage  of  Burgh, 3,739 

Density  of  population  per  acre, 19.80 

Birth-rate,  ....  18.6 

Illegitimate  birth-rate  per  100  births,  ....  ....  ....  7.7 

Marriage-rate  (uncorrected),  ....  ....  ....  ....  9.2 

Death-rate — all  causes,  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  13. 3 

Death-rate— all  tuberculosis,  ....  ....  ....  ....  ] .27 

Death-rate— tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system,  ....  0.98 

Death-rate — non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  ....  ....  0.29 

Death-rate— principal  epidemic  diseases,  0.15 

Infantile  mortality  rate,  ....  74 


All  rates  given  are  corrected  for  transfers  except  whera  otherwise 

indicated. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DISTRICTS. 


A — EAST  DISTRICT — corresponds  to  municipal  wards  Nos.  I., 
II.,  and  III. 

B — EAST  CENTRAL  DISTRICT — corresponds  to  municipal  wards 
Nos.  IV.  and  V. 

C— WEST  CENTRAL  DISTRICT— corresponds  to  municipal 
wards  Nos.  VI.  and  VII. 

1) — WEST  DISTRICT — corresponds  to  municipal  ward  No.  VIII. 
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Medical  Officer’s  Report 

For  the  Year  1945. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  burgh  to  the  middle  of  1945  is  73,288  and  this  figure 
has  been  used  as  the  basis  of  all  statistical  calculations  except 
where  otherwise  indicated. 

This  estimated  population  shows  an  increase  ol  90  over  last,  year’s 
figure. 

The  natural  increase  ol  population  is  523.  This  shows  a decrease 
on  last  year’s  figure  of  676,  and  is  also  below  the  average  for  the 
last  ten  years,  namely  540. 

Births  and  Birth-rate. — The  number  of  births  registered 
during  1945  was  1,508.  This  number  on  correction  becomes  1,497 
(792  males  and  705  females)  and  the  equivalent  rate  is  18.6.  Last 
year’s  figure  was  20.5,  and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years  is  also 
20.5. 

This  is  the  lowest  birth-rate  on  record  in  the  burgh. 

Tables  I.  to  IV.  give  further  information  on  this  subject. 

Infantile  Mortality.— The  number  of  deaths  of  children 
under  one  year  was  111,  a decrease  on  last  year’s  figure  of  135  and 
below  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years,  namely  146.  The 
corresponding  infantile  mortality  rate  is  74.  Last  year’s  figure 
was  81  and  the  last  ten  yearly  average  89. 

This  is  the  lowest  infantile  mortality  rate  on  record. 

Atrophy,  debility  and  marasmus  was  responsible  for  22.52  per 
cent,  of  the  total  infantile  deaths,  premature  birth  for  22.52, 
pneumonia  15.31,  bronchitis  7.20  and  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  for 
7.20  per  cent. 

Deaths  and  Death-rate.— The  number  of  deaths  registered 
in  the  burgh  was  935.  When  corrected  for  transfers  this  figure 
becomes  974  (524  males  and  450  females).  The  corresponding 
death-rate  is  13.3.  This  figure  is  lower  than  last  year,  when  it 
was  13.5,  and  below  the  average  for  the  last  five  years  14.3.  The 
average  age  at  death  was  approximately  58  years. 

Causes  of  Death. — The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death 
during  1945  : — Heart  disease,  233  ; cancer,  132  ; cerebraf 
haemorrhage,  103 ; tuberculosis  (all  forms),  93  ; congenital 
debility,  63  ; bronchitis,  57  ; violence,  46  ; pneumonia,  39. 

Tables  II.  and  III.  give  further  information  regarding  causes 
of  death,  which  may  be  conveniently  grouped  as  follows  : — 

Principal  Epidemic  Diseases. — Whooping  cough  was  responsible 
for  4 deaths,  influenza  for  3 (all  in  persons  over  55  years  of  age), 
measles  for  2 and  enteric  fever  and  diphtheria  for  1 each. 
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The  total  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause,  therefore,  was  11, 
which  produces  a death-rate  of  0.15.  These  figures  are  lower  than 
the  corresponding  figures  for  last  year,  viz.,  22  and  0.30,  and  also 
lower  than  the  last  quinquennial  averages  31  and  0.41. 

Tuberculous  Diseases. — During  the  year  the  number  of  deaths 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  72,  and  the  corresponding  death- 
rate  0.98,  as  against  69  deaths  and  a rate  of  0.94  last  year.  The 
average  rate  for  the  last  five  years  is  0.98. 

Tuberculosis  of  ether  organs  gave  21  deaths.  The  non-pulmonary 
rate  is  0.29,  which  is  lower  than  last  year’s  rate  of  0.46,  and  also 
below  the  last  quinquennial  average  of  0.32. 

The  total  tuberculosis  death-rate  is,  therefore,  1.27,  which  is 
lower  than  last  years  figure  of  1.40  and  also  below  the  average  for 
the  last  five  years  1.30. 

Malignant  Disease. — Cancer  in  its  various  forms  was  responsible 
for  132  deaths  (53  males  and  79  females)  and  the  death  rate  is 
1.80.  Last  year’s  number  of  deaths  was  132  and  the  rate  1.79.  The 
average  number  of  deaths  for  the  last  ten  years  is  127  (65  males  and 
62  females)  and  the  death  rate  1.62  (males  0.83,  females  0.79). 

Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System. — The  number  of  deaths  from 
diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  was  233,  of  which  215  were  from 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  18  from  other  causes.  The  heart  disease 
death  rate  is  2.93  which  is  higher  than  the  corresponding  figure 
for  last  year,  2.72,  and  higher  than  the  last  five  yearly  average 
which  is  also  2.72. 

Diseases  oj  the  Respiratory  System. — These  diseases  produced 
114  deaths  during  the  year,  which  figure  gives  an  equivalent  death 
rate  of  1.55.  These  figures  are  higher  than  those  of  1944  which 
were  97  deaths  and  a rate  of  1.32.  The  average  number  for  the 
last  ten  years  is  144  and  the  rate  1.84. 

Pneumonia  was  responsible  for  39  of  the  total  respiratory  deaths 
and  the  death-rate  from  this  cause  is  0.53.  Last  year  the  number 
was  42  and  the  death-rate  0.57,  the  average  rate  for  the  last  five 
years  being  0.88.  Of  these  deaths  17  occurred  in  children  under 
one  year,  6 in  children  aged  1-5  years,  and  14  in  persons  over  the 
age  of  65. 

Bronchitis  accounted  for  57  deaths  and  of  these  10  were  in 
children  under  the  age  of  five  while  33  were  in  persons  over  65  years 
of  age.  The  death  rate  is  0.77  as  against  0.61  last  year  and  the 
previous  quinquennial  average  0.78. 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System  and  Sense  Organs. — The  deaths 
classified  under  this  group  numbered  117  of  which  103  were  due  to 
cerebral  haemorrhage,  embolism  or  thrombosis.  The  death-rate 
from  this  cause  is  1 .40  as  against  1 .44  last  year  and  the  last  five 
yearly  average  1.38. 
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Diseases  of  Digestive  System. — Deaths  referable  to  the  digestive 
system  numbered  40,  of  which  12  were  due  to  diarrhoea  and  enteritis 
and  of  these  8 were  in  children  under  one  year  of  age.  Nine  were 
caused  by  gastric  and  duodenal  ulcer,  4 by  diseases  of  liver,  1 by 
appendicitis  and  14  by  other  digestive  diseases. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  in  children 
under  one  year  of  age  was  21  in  1944  and  the  last  quinquennial 
mean  is  19. 

Diseases  of  the  Genito-U rinary  System. — The  deaths  from  diseases 
of  this  system  totalled  39  of  which  18  were  due  to  nephritis  and  21 
to  other  conditions. 

Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth. — The  Registrar  General 
shows  3 deaths  from  this  cause,  2 being  due  to  puerperal  sepsis 
and  1 to  other  puerperal  causes. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  Registrar  General’s  puerperal 
death  figures  for  the  period  1900-1945,  along  with  figures  calculated 
in  this  department,  which,  being  the  result  of  considerable  detailed 
investigation,  probably  give  a more  true  indication  of  the  maternal 
death-rate  : — 


Death-rate 

Death-rate 

from 

from  other 

Total 

Maternal 

Puerperal 

Puerperal 

Puerperal 

Death-rate 

Period. 

Sepsis, 

Causes, 

Death-rate 

Public 

Registrar 

Registrar 

Registrar 

Health 

General. 

General. 

General. 

Department. 

1900-1904, 

2.46 

2.84 

5.31 

— 

1905-1909, 

1.59 

3.53 

5.13 

— 

1910-1914, 

1.26 

5.37 

6.63 

— 

1915-1919, 

0.88 

4.95 

5.83 

— 

1920-1924, 

1.58 

4.71 

6.29 

— 

1925-1929, 

1.80 

4.16 

5.96 

— 

1930, 

— 

4.76 

4.76 

5.82 

1931, 

1.62 

6.49 

8.11 

8.11 

1932, 

1.76 

5.28 

7.04 

5.87 

1933, 

3.05 

4.27 

7.32 

6.71 

1934, 

0.60 

4.21 

4.81 

4.21 

1930-1934, 

1.40 

5.00 

6.40 

6.14 

1935, 

1.77 

4.72 

6.49 

7.67 

1936, 

1.83 

4.28 

6.11 

7.34 

1937, 

0.57 

4.57 

5.14 

5.14 

1938, 

1.21 

2.43 

3.65 

3.65 

1939, 

1.21 

5.44 

6.65 

6.65 

1935-1939, 

1.31 

4.29 

5.60 

6.09 

1940, 

0.62 

4.94 

5.56 

4.94 

1-941, 

1.32 

2.63 

3.95 

4.61 

1942, 

1.26 

3.14 

4.40 

3.14 

1943, 

1.78 

3.57 

5.35 

4.16 

1944, 

0.00 

2.99 

2.99 

3.59 

1940-1944, 

1.00 

3.45 

4.45 

4.08 

1945, 

1 34 

0.66 

2.00 

2.65 

Investigation  in  this  department  shows  that  there  were  in  all 
4 maternal  deaths  as  against  5 last  year. 

The  causes  of  death  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 

Conditions  connected  with  pregnancy  and  parturition,  4 


Hysterotomy,  post-operative  collapse,  ....  ...  1 

Phlegmasia  alba  dolens  and  abscesses  in  thigh,  1 

Prolonged  labour,  uterine  inertia,  ....  ....  1 

Pulmonary  embolism,  ....  ....  ....  1 


Three  of  these  cases  received  satisfactory  ante-natal  supervision 
by  their  own  doctor,  the  fourth  case  had  no  supervision  and  was 
not  seen  until  she  had  taken  ill. 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and  Congenital  Malformations. — Deaths 
from  this  cause  numbered  62  and  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 
Atrophy,  debility  and  marasmus,  25  ; premature  birth,  25  ; 
congenital  malformations,  5 ; congenital  heart  disease,  2 ; 
atelectasis,  2 ; asphyxia  (over-laying),  2 ; injury-  at  birth,  1.  Last 
year’s  number  was  69  and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years  is  68. 

Further  information  regarding  children  under  one  year  of  age 
will  be  found  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  section  of  the 
report. 

Violent  Deaths. — These  numbered  46  of  which  7 were  apparently 
suicidal  (6  males  and  1 female)  and  28  accidental  (20  males,  8 
females).  These  figures  include  11  road  transport  accidents  (all 
males).  The  corresponding  figure  for  last  year  were  2 suicides 
(1  male,  1 female)  and  44  other  violent  deaths  (34  male  and  10 
female),  including  17  road  transport  accidents  (14  males  and  3 
females).  The  average  for  the  last  ten  years  is  3 deaths  from 
suicide  and  50  from  other  violence. 

Statistical  Comparison. — The  following  table  gives  a compari- 
son of  the  various  rates  in  the  Public  Health  Districts,  and  the 
average  age  at  death  as  estimated  in  this  department  : — 


A. 

East. 

B. 

East 

Central. 

C. 

West 

Central. 

D. 

West. 

Population, 

24,972 

12,688 

22,828 

12,800 

Density  per  acre,  

19,49 

93.29 

29.76 

8.23 

Birth-rate, 

28.55 

13.16 

17.87 

18.51 

Infantile  mortality-rate, 

98.17 

59.88 

53.92 

37.97 

General  death-rate 

15.53 

9.37 

10.38 

17.96 

Tuberculosis  death-rate, 

1.88 

0.23 

0.78 

1.95 

Average  age  at  death, 

53 

63 

56 

60 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  ascertained  during 
the  year  1945  was  1,235  which  is  considerably  lower  than  last  year’s 
figure  of  4,686  and  also  below  the  mean  of  the  previous  quinquen- 
nium 3,061 . The  incidence  rate  of  infectious  disease  in  the  commun- 
ity as  a whole  during  the  year  was  16.85  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Further  information  regarding  infectious  diseases  will  be  found 
in  Tables  V.  to  VIII. 


MEASLES. — One  hundred  and  eightynine  cases  were  notified  as 
against  last  year’s  figure  of  1,988  and  the  average  for  the  last  five 
years  1,210.  One  case  also  had  chickenpox,  one  had  whooping 
cough  and  8 in  all  were  removed  to  hospital.  The  months  of 
highest  incidence  were  January  and  April. 

The  number  of  cases  in  children  under  five  years  of  age  was  115 
and  there  were  two  deaths  during  that  age  period,  both  from  the 
sequelae  of  the  disease.  The  incidence  rate  over  the  age  group  0-5 
is  therefore  15.52,  the  death  rate  0.28  and  the  case  mortality  rate 
1.05  per  cent.  One  child  was  removed  to  hospital. 

There  was  no  need  to  make  any  special  arrangements  for  visita- 
tion ana  supervision  during  the  year. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. — Two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  cases 
were  notified  with  the  highest  incidence  in  October  and  November. 
Last  year’s  figure  was  436  and  the  last  quinquennial  mean  458. 
One  case  had  also  measles  and  one  scarlet  fever. 

The  number  of  cases  in  children  under  five  years  of  age  was  162 
and  there  were  4 deaths  during  that  age  period,  2 from  the  disease 
itself  and  two  from  the  sequelae.  The  incidence  rate  over  the 
age  group  0.5  is  therefore  21.86,  the  death  rate  0.53  and  the  case 
mortality  rate  2.46  per  cent. 

As  in  the  case  of  measles  there  was  no  need  to  make  special 
arrangements  for  visitation  during  the  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER. — One  hundred  and  twelve  cases  were 
notified,  with  the  highest  incidence  in  November,  December, 
August  and  April.  Last  year’s  figure  was  71  and  the  average  for 
the  last  five  years  124.  There  were  no  deaths.  One  case  had  also 
whooping  cough.  The  incidence  rate  over  the  whole  population 
was  1.52. 
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DIPHTHERIA. — There  were  105  cases  of  diphtheria  discovered 
during  the  year.  The  number  last  year  was  113  and  the  last  five 
yearly  average  129.  The  incidence  rate  over  the  whole  population 
is  1.43  and,  as  there  was  only  one  death,  the  death  rate  Is  0.01  and 
the  case  mortality  rate  0.95  per  cent. 

Contacts. — Swabbing  of  the  throats  of  contacts  ol  diphtheria 
cases  was  carried  out  in  33  instances  where  it  appeared  to  be  neces- 
sary, all  with  negative  result. 

Immunisation. — During  1945,  591  children  under  school  age, 
218  of  school  age  and  two  adults  were  immunised,  a total  of  811. 
In  addition  892  posterior  schick  tests  were  done  to  check  the 
efficacy  of  the  procedure.  The  results  were  as  follows  : — 

Negative  Positive  Unknown 

816  13  63 

These  figures  show  that  in  the  large  majority  of  cases  the 
protection  against  diphtheria  provided  by  immunisation  was 
effective.  In  13  cases  where  a positive  result  was  obtained  further 
measures  were  taken.  In  the  63  cases  where  the  result  is  shown 
as  unknown  the  parents  did  not  bring  the  children  back  for  the 
reading  of  the  test  and  its  value  therefore  was  lost. 

CHICKENPOX. — Two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  cases  were 
notified  during  the  year,  mostly  in  December,  October  and  January. 
There  were  no  deaths.  The  number  last  year  was  651  and  the  last 
five  yearly  average  539.  One  case  had  also  measles. 

MUMPS. — One  hundred  and  nineteen  cases  in  all  were  notified 
to  the  department  with  the  highest  incidence  in  April,  January 
and  February. 

ENTERIC  FEVER— Five  cases  of  this  group  were  notified 
as  against  4 last  year  and  a previous  quinquennial  average  of  10. 
There  was  one  death.  All  the  cases  were  of  true  typhoid  fever. 

DYSENTERY. — Fourteen  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  but 
only  6 of  these  were  verifieci  bacteriologically,  5 being  Sonne  type 
and  1 Newcastle  type.  Five  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 
Eight  were  service  cases. 

PNEUMONIA. — Ninety-three  cases  were  discovered  56  being 
of  acute  primary  type,  I influenzal  and  36  presumably  secondary 
to  some  other  infection.  The  highest  incidence  occurred  in  the 
months  of  February,  January  and  October.  Last  Year’s  figure 
was  82  and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years  is  109.  Two  cases 
were  removed  to  hospital  and  the  number  of  deaths  was  39. 

MALARIA— Two  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the 
year.  Both  appeared  to  be  recurrences. 
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CEREBRO-SPINAL  MENINGITIS.— One  case  was  notified 
during  the  year  and  survived. 

SMALLPOX. — There  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  during  the 
year. 

Vaccination. — The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  east, 
west  and  Gourock  registration  districts  of  the  burgh  during  1944 
was  1,676.  By  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  635  of  these  children 
had  been  successfully  vaccinated,  15  were  found  to  be  constitu- 
tionally insusceptible,  101  had  died  before  vaccination  had  been 
carried  out,  in  8 a medical  certificate  of  postponement  had  been 
issued  and  34  had  left  the  district  or  were  otherwise  unaccounted 
for,  while  declarations  of  conscientious  objection  had  been  made 
in  respect  of  883.  Of  the  children  available  for  vaccination,  there- 
fore, only  41%  were  successfully  vaccinated  or  were  found  to  be 
immune. 

Two  hundred  and  sixteen  vaccinations  were  carried  out  on  187 
children  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  at  the 
Corporation  clinics.  In  159  cases  vaccination  was  successful  on  the 
first  occasion,  in  11  cases  on  the  second  in  9 cases  on  the  third, 
while  in  8 cases  vaccination  was  unsuccessful  after  three  attempts, 
and  the  children  were  considered  insusceptible. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER  AND  PUERPERAL  PYREXIA.— 

(I). — Total  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  area  of  the 
of  the  Local  Authority  (corrected  figures  as 
finally  diagnosed)  : — 


(a)  Puerperal  Fever  (Maternity  Hospital,  3),  ....  5 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Maternity  Hospital,  12),  ....  17 

(II). — Total  number  of  cases  removed  to  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  : — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever  (Maternity  Hospital,  0),  ....  0 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Maternity  Hospital,  4),  ....  4 


(III) . — Total  number  of  deaths  : — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever  (Maternity  Hospital,  0), 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia, 

(IV) . — Number  of  cases  following  instrumental  delivery  : — 

(а)  Puerperal  Fever,  

(б)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Maternity  Hospital,  5), 

(Caesarian  section  4,  Forceps,  1.) 
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(V). — Number  of  deaths  occurring  in  cases  under  (IV)  : — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever,  0 

(, b ) Puerperal  Pyrexia,  0 

(VI). — Number  of  cases  where  the  Local  Authority 

provided  on  the  request  of  medical  practitioners  : — 

(i)  Consultant  Service,  — 

(ii)  Bacteriological  Examinations,  ....  ....  . 13 

(iii)  Skilled  nursing  at  Home,  .... 

(iv)  Hospital  treatment  (puerperal  pyrexia)  4 

(VII). — Observation  on  the  working  of  the  Regulations,  Nil. 

Investigation. — 

(1)  Puerperal  fever  : — 

One  case  was  an  abortion  in  which  the  placenta  had  to  be  manually 
removed,  another  case  occurred  in  a woman  with  very  severe  varicose 
veins  in  whom  white  leg  and  later  abscess  formation  occurred. 
The  other  three  were  normal  confinements.  In  all  of  the  last  four 
cases  there  was  no  interference  of  any  kind. 

(2)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  : — 

The  information  elicited  by  investigation  of  these  cases  may 
be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

(I) .  Age  of  Patients. — Under  20,  1 ; 20  to  24,  4 ; 25  to  29,  5 ; 
30  to  34,  4 ; 35  to  39,  2 ; 40  and  over,  1. 

(II) .  Number  of  confinement. — First,  8 ; second,  3 ; third,  3 ; 
fifth,  1 ; tenth,  1 ; eleventh,  1. 

(III) .  Nature  of  attendance. — Midwife,  1 ; doctor  and  midwife, 
4;  institution,  11  ; doctor,  midwife  and  institution,  1. 

(IV) .  Nature  of  confinement. — Normal,  12  ; instrumental,  1 ; 
Caesarean  section,  4. 

As  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  the  causes  of  the  pyrexia  in  these 
cases  were  as  follows  : — pyelitis,  4 ; local  infection,  4 ; phlebitis,  3 ; 
mastitis,  2 ; anaesthetic  bronchitis,  2 ; no  definite  cause  elicited,  2. 

SCABIES. — The  temporary  clinic,  brought  into  use  in  the 
Reception  House  during  the  war,  for  the  treatment  of  scabies,  was 
continued  during  1945  and  the  following  shows  the  work  carried 
out  : — 


Women  and 
Children  under 

Men. 

14  years. 

Number  of  persons  examined, 

18 

738 

Number  of  persons  treated,  .... 

16 

566 

Total  attendances, 

....  31 

1,197 

Most  of  the  cases  were  intimated  from  the  school  medical  service 
and  a follow-up  service  was  maintained  to  cover  the  whole  of  the 
household  in  each  individual  case. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Tuberculosis  still  shows  a considerably  higher  level  of  incidence 
than  in  pre-war  years.  The  number  of  notifications  received  in 
1945  was  245  and  the  figure  in  1939  was  191,  while  the  average  for 
the  years  1941  to  1945  was  222  and  that  for  the  period  1935  to 
1939  was  156. 

The  beds  available  to  the  burgh  for  institutional  treatment  are 
still  woefully  inadequate,  although  every  means  of  acquiring  new 
accommodation  has  been  tried.  The  number  of  cases  treated  in 
sanatorium  or  hospital  during  the  year,  however,  was  considerably 
greater  than  in  pre-war  years.  A shortage  of  nurses  is  at  the  root 
of  the  accommodation  difficulty. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
coupled  with  the  shortage  of  institutional  beds,  is  creating  a serious 
problem  for  the  burgh,  as  many  infectious  cases  have  of  necessity 
to  remain  at  home  and  where  there  are  any  children  in  the  house- 
hold the  danger  of  their  becoming  heavily  infected  is  a very  real 
one.  It  is  not  a good  augury  for  the  future.  Everything  possible 
is  being  done  to  minimise  the  spread  of  the  disease  and  one  of  the 
chief  measures  in  this  attempt  is  the  provision,  where  possible, 
of  better  housing  accommodation  to  allow  of  a measure  of  isolation 
for  the  patient  and  to  stimulate  an  increase  in  the  resistance  of 
those  in  contact  with  him. 

The  X-ray  equipment,  though  of  a temporary  character,  has 
given  good  service  in  spite  of  cramped  and  inadequate  premises. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : — 

There  were  710  pulmonary  cases  on  the  roll  at  the  end  of  1944. 
During  the  year  under  review  ISO  new  cases  were  notified,  two  were 
re-admitted,  73  died  and  62  were  removed  from  the  roll,  leaving 
757  on  the  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year.  These  cases  are  shown  in 
age  groups  in  the  following  table  : — 
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Number  of  Cases  in  Age-Groups. 
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6 

10 

47 

27 

6 

4 
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101 
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Sputum  present 

’ Males 

— 

1 

1 

9 

2 

6 

5 

24 

but  not  examined 

[Females 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1 

1 

5 

— 

13 

3. 

Sputum  exam- 
ined and  tubercle  - 

Males 

23 

30 

20 

27 

2 

102 

bacilli  found 

Females 

— 

— 

— 

23 

28 

11 

7 

1 

70 

4. 

Sputum  exam- 
ined and  tubercle  - 

Males 

3 

7 

53 

58 

42 

45 

9 

217 

bacilli  never 
found 

Females 

— 

3 

1 

48 

49 

21 

15 

1 

138 

Total, 

Males 

i 

12 

16 

114 

117 

72 

89 

14 

435 

Females 

— 

9 

11 

124 

105 

39 

31 

3 

322 

Grand  Total, 

i 

21 

27 

238 

222 

i,n 

120 

I17 

757 

Notification.- — • 

Of  the  180  cases  notified  during  the  year,  105  were  males  and  75 
females.  Corresponding  figure  for  1944  was  199  and  the  average 
for  the  past  five  years  169. 

The  age  groups  are  as  follows  : — 


Age  Groups. 

Number  of 
cases  notified 
during  the  year 
in  which  a 
diagnosis  of 
tuberculosis  has 
been  confirmed. 

Under 

5 

o 

i 

ic 

10-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-65 

65 

upwards 

Total 

Under 

15 

15 

Up. 

Males, 

— 

7 

8 

27 

33 

13 

15 

2 

105 

15 

90 

Females,  .... 

i 

4 

5 

33 

22 

4 

5 

i 

75 

10 

64 

17 


Artificial  Pneumothorax. — 

Twenty  patients  attended  during  the  year  and  119  refills  were 
administered. 


Institutional  Treatment. — 

The  following  table  shows  the  different  institutions  in  which 
Greenock  patients  were  treated  during  the  year. 


Private 

Sanatoria 

Bridge  of  Weir 
Sanatorium 

Noranside 

Sanatorium 

Gateside 

Hospital 

St.  Andrew’s 
Home,  Millport 

Southfield 

Sanatorium 

Bridge  of  Earn 
Hospital 

Law  Junction 
Hospital 

Remaining  at  1st  Jan.,  1945,.... 

2 

24 

34 

15 

6 

5 

2 

2 

Admitted  during  year. 

3 

5 

15 

61 

16 

3 

1 

2 

Treated  during  year, 

Total  number  discharged  during 

5 

29 

49 

76 

22 

8 

3 

4 

year, 

2 

18 

22 

42 

10 

3 

1 

1 

Died  during  year,  .... 

— 

2 

8 

17 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Remaining  at  31st  Dec.,  1945,  .... 

3 

9 

19 

17 

11 

5 

2 

2 

Pleurisy  Unit 
Bridge  of  Earn 

Grampian 

Sanatorium 

Ruchill  ' 
Hospital 

Hairmyres 

Sanatorium 

Mearnskirk 

Hospital 

Bangour 

Hospital 

Forfar  Isolation 
Hospital 

Philipshill 

Hospital 

Remaining  at  1st  Jan.,  1945 

8 

1 

1 

Admitted  during  year,  

20 

2 

1 

2 

l 

2 

2 

Treated  during  year,  

Total  number  discharged  during 

28 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

year,  

20 

1 

1 

l 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Died  during  year 

1 

Remaining  at  31st  Dec.,  1945, 

8 

2 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

1 

18 


Tuberculosis  Allowances  Scheme  : — 

Under  the  Department  of  Health’s  scheme  for  the  payment  of 
treatment  allowances  to  pulmonary  cases,  169  patients  benefited 
during  1945.  Of  these  100  were  males  and  69  females  while  the 
total  amount  expended  was  approximately  £6,645. 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : — 

The  number  of  patients  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1944  was 
334.  During  the  year  65  new  cases  were  notified,  19  died  and  20 
were  removed  from  the  roll,  leaving  a total  of  360  cases  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

These  cases  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 
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5 
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ic 

Spine,  ....  ....  < 

Males 

1 

1 

3 

12 

5 

3 

2 

27 

[Females 

3 

9 

10 

15 

3 

1 

l 

42 

Bones  and  Joints, 

’ Males 

6 

5 

13 

25 

9 

4 

62 

exclusive  of  spine, ' 

I Females 

3 

6 

7 

28 

8 

1 

2 

l 

56 

Superficial  Glands,  < 

’ Males 
[Females 

4 

10 

3 

14 

6 

9 

19 

5 

12 

2 

6 

2 

5 

42 

55 

Lupus,  ....  ....  - 

"Males 

[Females 

1 

2 

2 

7 

1 

9 

2 

13 

Other  parts  or 

" Males 

1 

i 

8 

2 

12 

organs, 

Females 

1 

8 

3 

2 

i 

15 

Total  ....  ■ 

r Males 

8 

20 

36 

58 

29 

5 

10 

166 

Females 

7 

17 

24 

72 

46 

15 

li 

2 

194 

Grand  Total, 

15 

37 

60 

130 

75 

20 

21 

2 

360 

1 it 


Notification. — 


Of  the  65  new  cases  notified  28  were  males  and  37  females.  In 
1944  the  number  of  notifications  was  69  and  the  average  for  the 
past  five  years  was  53. 

The  age  groups  are  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  cases  notified  as  suffering 
from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Number  of  cases 
notified  during 
the  year  in  which 
a diagnosis  of 
tuberculosis  has 
been  confirmed. 

Under 

5 

O 

lO 

10-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-65 

65  up. 

Total 

Under 

15 

15  up. 

Males,  .... 

5 

5 

3 

7 

5 

2 

1 

28 

13 

14 

Females, 

8 

6 

5 

14 

1 

2 

.... 

i 

37 

19 

17 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  : — 

There  were  eight  cases,  four  males  andl  four  females,  al  of  whom 
died  before  notification  was  received. 


Ultra  Violet  Light  Therapy 


This  form  of  treatment  was  continued  during  the  year  and  61 
cases  received  1,016  treatments  for  the  following  conditions  : — 


Tuberculosis  of  superficial  glands, 
Tuberculosis  of  bones, 
Tuberculosis  of  abdomen, 

Tuberculosis  of  skin,  

General  debility,  etc.,  

Institutional  Treatment. — 


18 

6 

6 


2 

29 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  treated  in  the 
various  institutions.: — 
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Gatesidc 

Hospital. 

St.  Andrew’s 
Home,  Millport 

Robroyston 

Hospital. 

Stonehouse 

Hospital. 

Number  at  1st  January,  1945,  

27 

1 

.... 

Admitted  during  year, 

2 

37 

2 

Treated  during  the  year. 

2 

64 

1 

2 

Discharged  during  the  year, 

i 

26 

1 

1 

Died, 

i 

3 

Remaining  at  31st  December,  1945, 

35 

1 

All  Tuberculosis: — 

The  total  number  of  tuberculosis  cases  on  the  roll  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  1,117. 

Attendances  at  dispensary  were  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Case. 

Number  of 
Patients. 

Primary 

Visits. 

Re-visits. 

Pulmonary,  .... 

651 

49 

2,454 

Non-pulmonary, 

154 

7 

1,685 

Suspect, 

961 

512 

969 

Contact, 

137 

68 

157 

Total, 

1,903 

636 

5,265 

In  the  X-ray  department  744  films  were  taken,  while  a very 
large  number  of  patients  were  screened. 

The  number  of  patients  visited  in  their  own  homes  was  1,119 
and  2,980  visits  were  paid.  In  addition,  2,394  visits  were  paid  by 
the  District  Nurses  to  patients  requiring  special  nursing  care. 

Patients  who  received  extra  nourishment  during  the  year 
numbered  379.  Last  year  the  number  was  331  and  the  average 
for  the  last  three  years  231.  The  total  cost  of  this  sendee  was 
£2,390. 

The  Local  Authority  paid  for  276  prescriptions  and  the  total 
cost  was  £42  7s.  Od.  The  average  cost  per  patient  was  8/8. 


Grants  from  the  Renfrewshire  King  Edward  Memorial  Fund  were 
made  to  131  patients  on  whose  behalf  175  applications  were  made  as 
follows  : — 


MATERNITY  SERVICE  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

SCHEME. 

The  maternal  death-rate  is  2.65,  which  is  considerably  below 
that  of  last  year  3.59,  and  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years  5.08. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  in  1945  is  74  as  against  81  last  year 
and  89  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years.  This  infantile  mortality 
rate  is  the  lowest  on  record  in  the  burgh.  It  is  certainly  gratifying 
but  at  the  same  time  rather  surprising,  in  view  of  present-day 
conditions,  for  example,  bad  housing,  the  circumstances  under 
which  confinements  must  on  occasion  be  conducted  and  the  fact 
that  in  overcrowded,  particularly  sub-let  dwellings,  the  chance  of 
infectious  conditions  attacking  young  children  is  very  gerat,  while 
breast  feeding  is  still  unfortunately  slowly  decreasing.  These 
adverse  factors  are,  however,  to  some  extent  at  least,  offset  by 
the  improved  domiciliary  midwifery  service  provided  by  the 
Corporation,  the  increasing  number  of  confinements  being  conducted 
in  hospital  and  probably  the  better  feeding  of  the  expectant  mother 
and  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  policy  generally.  The  infantile  mortality 
rate  is,  to  some  extent,  an  index  of  the  health  conditions  of  a com- 
munity but  in  Greenock  it  varies  markedly  from  year  to  year, 
although  the  general  trend  has  been  for  a long  time  steadily  down- 
wards. 

The  mother  herself  is  sometimes  not  above  blame,  the  “ bad 
mother  ” is  but  seldom  seen  and  in  any  case  she  is  usually  abnormal. 
There  are,  however,  quite  a number  of  “ problem  mothers  ” who  do 
not  do  as  well  as  they  might  even  considering  the  difficulties  many 
of  them  have  to  face.  The  situation  cannot  often  be  properly  called 
wilful  neglect  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  that  term  but  some  cases 
might  be  summed  up  as  partly  carelessness,  partly  indifference 
and  partly  laziness,  although  at  times  an  element  of  physical 
unfitness  is  in  part  at  least  responsible.  All  that  can  be  done  by 
advice  and  help  is  done  by  the  health  visiting  staff,  but  with  this 
type  of  mother  it  is  uphill  work.  They  usually  respond  to  stimula- 
lation  but  many  soon  relapse  into  their  old  ways.  Prosecution  is 


Clothing, 

Bed  and  bedding, 

Dental  treatment, 

Rent, 

Surgical  boots,  .... 

Fees  for  commercial  training  course, 
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32 

12 

6 

6 

2 
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not  very  helpful,  in  fact  it  may  do  harm.  Where  there  is  repeated 
relapse  and  the  conditions  seem  to  be  getting  beyond  control  by  the 
ordinary  methods  the  R.S.S.P.C.C.  and  the  Police  Department 
(unofficially)  have  often  been  able  to  give  a helping  hand,  but  the 
real  solution  appears  to  be  education  begun  before  the  girls  leave 
school,  so  that  they  can  be  put  upon  the  right  lines  when  their 
minds  are  in  a state  receptive  of  good  advice.  This  is,  of  course,  an 
old  controversy  and  the  fulness  of  the  school  curriculum  is  well- 
known,  but  in  present  circumstances  with  a falling  birth-rate  and 
possibly  the  future  of  the  nation  at  stake  it  seems  reasonable  to 
ask  that  every  girl  at  school  should  get  a good  sound  basic  training 
in  the  main  work  that  lies  ahead  of  the  majority. 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  the  Burgh 
ante-natal  clinics  was  258  which  number  is  equivalent  to  17  per 
cent,  of  the  total  registered  births  ; the  percentage  which  attended 
the  maternity  hospital  clinic  was  44  and  that  which  had  ante-natal 
supervision  under  the  Maternity  Services  Scheme  was  31,  but  a 
number  of  the  last  group  also  attended  the  Burgh  clinics  and  there  is 
therefore  some  overlapping  between  these  two  groups.  It  may  be 
said,  however,  that  at  least  80  per  cent,  of  expectant  mothers 
were  given  appropriate  advice  and  treatment  during  pregnancy, 
under  the  Corporation’s  arrangements. 

The  Rankin  Memorial  Hospitals  continued  to  give  excellent 
service  in  spite  of  persistent  shortage  of  nursing  staff.  The  record 
of  the  maternity  section  particularly  is  one  of  magnificent  achieve- 
ment, covering  as  it  did  46  % of  the  total  confinements  in  the  burgh. 
The  quality  of  the  results  obtained,  in  spite  of  very  considerable 
difficulties,  reflects  great  credit  on  the  ability  and  the  constant 
endeavour  of  the  medical  and  nursing  staff. 

The  Toddlers’  Playground  at  Craigieknowes  continued  to  hold  a 
very  useful  place  in  the  community  and  the  additional  one  opened 
at  Hillend  in  1940  supplemented  this  excellent  work.  The  wartime 
nursery  opened  in  1943  to  accommodate  the  children  of  women  in 
war  work  again  proved  itself  during  the  year. 


The  Corporation  Scheme  for  the  provision  of  midwifery  services 
under  the  Maternity  Services  (Scotland)  Act,  1937,  initiated  in 
1940,  is  now  well  established. 


New  arrangements  for  the  care  of  premature  babies  bom  at 
home  were  started  late  in  the  year.  These  consisted  of  the  provision 
of  special  equipment  and  additional  nursing  where  practicable. 
Details  are  given  later. 
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A new  Home  Help  scheme  was  framed  during  the  year  and  it 
just  began  to  function  at  the  end  of  it.  Details  are  given  later. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department  has  been  carried 
on  under  great  difficulties  since  the  premises  in  Terrace  Road  were 
destroyed  in  1941  and  the  present  arrangements  cannot  be  said 
to  be  in  any  respect  satisfactory.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  better 
premises  will  be  obtained  when  the  Wellpark  First  Aid  Post  is 
adapted  for  clinic  purposes.  These  should  make  satisfactory 
temporary  premises  until  new  offices  are  built. 

The  department  has  again  to  thank  the  Inspectors  of  the 
R.S.S.P.C.C.  for  their  continued  co-operation  and  help  and  the 
Police  Department  for  assistance  in  many  difficulties. 

Births  : — 


Number  registered  (corrected)  / Legitimate,  1,394 

\ Illegitimate,  114 

1,508 

Number  notified,  ....  ....  ....  ....  1,525 

Number  of  births  classified  according  to  nature  of  attendance  : — 
Medical  Practitioner,  ....  ....  ....  106 

Maternity  Services  Scheme,  ....  ....  474 

Private  Midwife,  ....  ....  ....  ....  193 

Institution,  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  752 

Percentage  of  notified  births  visited,  ....  ....  ....  90.59 

Stillbirths  : — 

Number  of  stillbirths  (births  of  dead  children),  ....  49 


Under  this  heading  are  included  all  the  births  of 
dead  children  after  the  expiry  of  the  seventh  month  of 
pregnancy.  Forty-nine  cases  were  notified  of  which 
29  occurred  in  the  maternity  hospital,  where  abnormal 
cases  are  treated. 

Each  of  the  stillbirths  was  investigated  as  it  occurred.  From 
the  investigation  the  following  facts  were  elicited  : — 

(1)  Age  of  Mother  : — 

Under  20,  2 ; 20-24,  14  ; 25-39,  8 ; 30-34,  9 ; 35-39,  10  ; 
40  and  over,  6. 

(2)  Number  of  pregnancy  : — 

First,  13;  second,  11;  third,  5;  fourth,  4;  fifth,  4; 
sixth,  1 ; seventh,  3 ; eighth,  2 ; tenth,  2 ; eleventh,  3 ; 
thirteenth,  1. 

(3)  Duration  of  Pregnancy  : — 

Seven  months,  8 ; eight  months,  10  ; nine  months,  31. 
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(4)  Nature  of  Attendance  : — 

Midwife,  6 ; doctor,  4 ; midwife,  doctor  and  institution, 
8 ; doctor  and  institution,  5 ; institution,  15  ; doctor  and 
midwife,  11. 

(5)  Presentation  : — 

Vertex,  31  ; breech,  9 ; occipito-posterior,  5 ; cord,  2 ; 
unknown,  2. 

(6)  Nature  of  Interference  : — 

No  interference,  22  ; forceps,  6 ; manual,  4 ; craniotomy, 
2 ; caesarean  section,  6 ; internal  version,  6 ; surgical 
rupture  of  membrane,  2 ; unknown,  1. 

(7)  Condition  of  Child  ; — 

Normal,  26  ; macerated,  9 ; abnormality,  10  ; premature,  4. 

(8)  Condition  of  Placenta  : — 

Healthy,  44  ; unhealthy,  5. 

(9)  Ante-Natal  health  of  Mother  : — 

Good,  28  ; fair,  4 ; poor,  7 ; unknown,  10. 

(10)  Ante-natal  Supervision  : — 

Ante-natal  clinic,  17  ; doctor  or  midwife,  22  ; inadequate, 
6 ; no  supervision,  2 ; not  known,  2. 


(11)  Causal  Factors  : — 

(1)  Ante-natal  deaths,  ....  ....  ....  ....  15 

Toxaemia  of  pregnancy,  ....  ....  4 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage,  ....  2 

Injury  to  mother,  ....  ....  ....  ] 

No  obvious  cause,  ....  8 

(2)  Intra-natal  deaths,  ....  ....  ....  ....  20 

Abnormal  presentation,  ....  ....  7 

Prolonged  labour,  ....  ....  ....  6 

Prolapse  of  cord,  5 

Placenta  previa,  ....  ....  ....  1 

Asphyxia,  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

(3)  Abnormality  of  child,  ....  ....  . 14 

Infantile  Mortality. — 

Number  of  deaths  of  children  under  1 year, Ill 

Rate  per  1 ,000  births,  74 


Number  of  deaths  and  rates  per  1 ,000  births  classified  according 
to  age  groups  and  causes  of  deaths  : — 
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Age  Groups. 

Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1 week 

1-4  weeks 

4 weeks- 
3 months 

3 months- 
6 months 

6 months- 
12  months 

Total  Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 

Chickenpox,  .... 

Measles, 
Scarlet  Fever, 

1 

1 

0.67 

Whooping  Cough, 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2.00 

Diphtheria  and  Croup, 

Erysipelas, 

Tuberculous  Diseases, 
Meningitis  (non- 

tuberculous). 

1 

1 

0.67 

Hydrocephalus, 

Convulsions,  .... 

1 

1 

0.67 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

3 

9 

4 

17 

11.35 

Bronchitis 

3 

2 

3 

8 

5.34 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis, 
Other  Digestive 

2 

2 

4 

8 

5.34 

Diseases, 

Congenital  Malforma- 

i 

1 

0.67 

tions. 

Congenital  Heart 

2 

2 

1 

5 

3.34 

Disease, 

2 

2 

1.34 

Premature  Birth, 
Atrophy,  Debility  and 

22 

3 

25 

16.70 

Marasmus,  .... 

14 

5 

4 

2 

25 

16.70 

Atelectasis, 

2 

2 

1.34 

Injury  at  Birth, 

1 

1 

0.67 

Suffocation,  Overlaying, 

l 

1 

2 

1.34 

Syphilis, 

All  other  causes. 

2 

5 

i 

i 

9 

6.01 

Total  Deaths, 

44 

6 

24 

21 

16 

111 

Rate  per  1000  Births, 

29.39 

4.01 

16.03 

14.03 

10.69 

74.15 

Maternal  Mortality  (determined  by  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment) : — 

Number  of  deaths  resulting  from  or  associated  with 

pregnancy  or  confinement,  ....  ....  ....  4 

Number  of  above  deaths  resulting  from  Puerperal 

Sepsis,  1 

Maternal  Death-rate,  _ 2.65 
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Home  Visitation 


(1)  Infarts. — 

Number  of  children  visited,  ....  ....  ....  2,274 

Number  of  first  visits,  1,426 

Number  of  re-visits,  ....  ....  ....  ....  18,031 

Number  of  infants  at  age  of  6 months  : — 

(i)  Breast  fed,  ....  ....  ....  448 

(ii)  Partially  breast  fed,  ....  82 

(iii)  Artificially  fed,  ....  ....  ....  ....  809 

Number  of  infants  bom  : — 

(i)  Prematurefy,  ....  ....  16 

(ii)  At  full  time,  1 ,509 

(2)  Children  (1-5  years) 

Number  of  children  visited,  5,486 

Number  of  first  visits,  56 

Number  of  re-visits,  20,645 

(3)  Expectant  Mothers  : — 

Number  visited,  ...  ....  ....  149 

(4)  Nursing  Mothers  : — 

Number  visited,  60 

(5)  Visits  of  special  enquiry,  249 

(6)  Visits  to  diphtheria  immunisation  defaulters,  ....  242 


Ante-Natal  Consultations 

Two  sessions  weekly  of  two  hours  are  held  at  Shaw  Place  Clinic, 
one  at  Craigieknowes  Clinic  and  one  at  Hillend  Clinic. 

Total  number  of  mothers  attending,  258 

Total  number  of  attendances, 

{First,  208 

\ Subsequent,  ....  702 

Classified  summary  of  conditions  found  : — 

Conditions  directly  connected  with  pregnancy  : — 

Abnormal  presentation,  12  ; albuminuria,  39  ; ante-partum 
haemorrhage,  5 ; contracted  pelvis,  5 ; foetal  death,  1 ; 
haemorrhoids,  4 ; hydramnios,  3 ; no  pregnancy,  14  ; 
oedema,  15;  threatened  abortion,  2;  twin  pregnancy,  3! 

Conditions  not  directly  connected  with  pregnancy : — 

Anaemia  and  debility,  102;  breast  conditions,  5 ; cardiac 
conditions,  5 ; constipation,  36  ; dental  conditions,  67  ; 
digestive  conditions,  28  ; car,  nose  and  throat  conditions,  2; 


eye  conditions,  2 ; gall  stones,  1 ; goitre,  5 ; genito-urinary 
conditions,  10  ; gynaecological  conditions,  7 ; injury,  1 ; 
pyorrhoea,  7 ; rheumatism,  59 ; skin  conditions,  10 ; 
tuberculosis,  1 ; varicose  veins,  66  ; venereal  disease,  3 ; 
ventral  hernia,  1 ; no  abnormality,  59. 

Post-Natal  and  Other  Consultations  : — 

Two  sessions  weekly  of  two  hours  are  held  in  Shaw  Place  Clinic 
and  one  similar  session  at  Craigieknowes  Clinic  and  one  at  Hillend 
Clinic. 

Number  of  attendances  f First  visits,  286 

\ Re-visits,  ...  ....  541 

Classified  summary  of  conditions  found  : — 

Anaemia  and  debility,  177  ; cardiac  conditions,  2 ; constipa- 
tion, 63  ; dental  conditions,  18  ; ear,  nose  and  throat 
conditions,  2 ; eye  conditions,  4 ; goitre,  2 ; gynaecological 
conditions,  7 ; haemorrhoids,  6 ; headache,  5 lymphangitis, 
1 ; mastitis,  20  ; myalgia,  2 ; neuritis,  4 ; oedema,  1 ; 
respiratory  conditions,  15  ; rheumatism,  10  ; septic  condi- 
tions, 5 ; skin  conditions,  7 ; varicose  veins,  3 ; venereal 
disease,  2 ; no  abnormality,  108. 

Child  Welfare  Consultations  : — 

Two  sessions  of  two  hours  weekly  are  held  in  Shaw  Place  Clinic, 
and  two  similar  sessions  at  Craigieknowes  Clinic  and  Hillend  Clinic! 


Total  number  of  children  attending  : — 

Under  one  year  of  age  at  30th  June,  903 

Over  one  year  of  age  ....  ....  617 

Number  of  first  attendances  : — 

Under  one  year  of  age,  621 

Over  one  year  of  age,  134 

Total  number  of  attendances  : — 

Under  one  year  of  age,  ....  ....  ....  ....  3,407 

Over  one  year  of  age,  ....  ....  ....  ....  1,972 

Classified  summary  of  main  conditions  found  : — 


Accident  and  injury,  12  ; anaemia  and  debility,  152  ; bone 
conditions,  24  ; cardiac  conditions,  17  ; congenital  abnormal- 
ity, 20;  dental  conditions,  12;  digestive  conditions,  122; 
ear,  nose  and  throat  conditions,  152  ; eneuresis,  20  ; eye 
conditions,  35  ; genito-urinary  conditions,  42  ; glandular 
conditions,  20  ; infectious  conditions,  24  ; marasmus,  7 ; 
orthopaedic  conditions,  20  ; respiratory  conditions,  79  ; 
rickets,  52  ; septic  conditions,  41  ; skin  conditions,  142  ; 
stomatitis,  78;  tongue-tie,  9 ; worms,  21;  no  abnormality,  427. 
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Preventive  Measures  Carried  Out  : — 

Number  of  children  vaccinated,  ....  187 

Number  of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria,  172 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  : — 

fby  medical  practitioners, 
Number  of  cases  notified  - by  midwives,  .... 

I by  institution, 

Number  cf  cases  proved  to  be  gonococcal, 

Number  of  cases  treated  in  the  Eye  Infirmary  (out- 
patients), 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital, 

Number  of  cases  in  which  there  was  appreciable 
loss  of  vision, 


1 

4 

4 


Special  Treatment  Clinics  : — 

(1)  Corporation  Dental  Clinic  : — 

Number  treated  : — 

Mothers, 

Children, 

Dentures  supplied,  .... 
Dentures  repaired,  .... 

(2)  Ultra-violet  light  clinic 

Number  treated  : — 

Under  one  year  of  age, 
Children  from  1-5  years, 
Number  of  attendances, 


121 

18 

14 

1 


2 

99 

1,680 


Conditions  treated  : — 

Anaemia  and  debility,  47  ; bronchitis,  3 ; glandular 
conditions,  4 ; muscular  weakness,  10 ; overweight 
2 ; rickets,  32  ; underweight,  3. 

■(3)  Whooping  cough  clinic— vaccine  treatment  : — 

Number  of  children  treated  : — 

One  injection, 

Two  injections, 

Three  injections,  ....  


83 

72 

61 


(4)  Greenock  Eye  Infirmary  : — 

Number  of  children  examined, 

Number  of  attendances, 

Number  who  received  in-patient  treatment, 


157 

750 
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(5)  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital 

Number  of  children  examined,  ....  ....  251 

Number  of  attendances,  ....  ....  ....  593. 

Number  who  received  in-patient  treatment,  171 

(6)  Greenock  Royal  Infirmary  : — 

Number  of  children  examined,  ....  ....  521 

Number  who  received  in-patient  treatment,  73 


Premature  Babies  : — 

The  provision  of  equipment  and  special  nursing  for  premature 
babies  bom  at  home  was  started  on  an  experimental  basis  late  in 
the  }7ear.  The  results  cannot  yet  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  special  equipment 

was  provided,  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Number  ol  babies  who  survived,  ....  ....  1 

Toddlers’  Playgrounds  and  Wartime  Nursery  : — 

Daily  average  attendance  : — 

Toddlers’  Playground,  Sinclair  Street,  ....  30 

Toddlers’  Playground,  Hillend,  ....  ....  34 

Wartime  Nursery,  ....  ....  ....  ....  45 

Convalescent  Homes  : — 

The  arrangement  previously  in  operation  with  the  Glasgow 
Mission  Coast  Homes,  which  was  in  abeyance  during  the  war,  for 
the  reception  of  mothers  and  children,  again  became  effective 
during  the  year  and  the  following  numbers  were  admitted  : — 

Mothers,  2 (Children,  2). 

Provision  of  Home  Helps  : — 

A new  scheme  for  the  provision  of  Home  Helps  was  initiated 
late  in  the  year  and  under  it  one  Home  Help  was  provided. 

The  following  is  the  outline  of  the  scheme  approved  by  the 
Corporation  : — 

(1)  Availability  of  Service. — The  scheme  will  be  available  to 
confinement  cases  irrespective  of  whether  there  are  children  or  not 
in  the  family,  except  where  there  are  no  children  in  the  family 
and  the  mother  elects  to  go  to  hospital  for  her  confinement. 

(2)  Method  of  Engagement. — The  home  helps  will  be  employed 
by  the  Corporation  and  are  not  to  exceed  two  in  the  meantime. 
This  number  will  be  increased  to  four  or  more  if  found  necessary 
and  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  obtain  authority  from  the  Ministry 
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of  Labour  and  National  Service  to  advertise.  In  the  event  of 
consent  being  obtained  the  appointments  will  be  made  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(3)  Supervision. — Supervision  will  be  effected  by  the  Health 
Visitors,  each  in  her  own  district.  In  the  event  of  four  or  more 
home  helps  requiring  to  be  appointed,  a special  supervisor  will  be 
engaged. 

(4)  Hours  of  Work. — The  hours  of  work  wall  normally  be  8 a.m. 
to  6 p.m.  with  one  half-day  off  from  1 p.m.  each  week,  which  must 
be  the  fifth  day  of  attendance.  Sunday  work  will  be  required  if 
a Sunday  falls  within  the  first  four  days  of  attendance,  but  not 
otherwise.  In  the  event  of  a Sunday  being  worked  a day’s  leave 
at  the  end  of  the  period  will  be  given  in  lieu. 


(5)  Duration  of  Service. — This  will  be  normally  two  weeks.  If 
necessary,  however,  this  period  may  be  lengthened  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  following  on  the  submission  of  an 
appropriate  medical  certificate. 


(6)  Duties. — The  work  to  be  performed  will  be  that  ordinarily 
undertaken  by  the  housewife,  which  includes  washing  clothes, 
cooking,  baking,  cleaning  the  house  and  any  outside  premises, 
washing,  dressing  and  preparing  the  children  for  school  and  attend- 
ing to  their  needs.  The  home  help  will  not  be  expected  to  undertake 
any  arrears  of  washing. 

The  home  help  will  not  act  as  nurse  in  any  way  and  wall  not 
undertake  to  make  the  patient’s  bed,  nor  wash  the  patient,  nor 
the  infant.  The  home  help’s  duty  in  so  far  as  the  patient  is  con- 
cerned will  be  restricted  to  the  preparation  of  her  food  and  attending 
to  her  personal  requirements  other  than  those  of  a nursing  character. 

The  home  help  wall  provide  her  own  food. 

If  the  home  help  is  off  duty  through  illness  or  is  in  contact  with 
infectious  disease  during  the  service  period,  or  is  prevented  for 
any  other  reason  from  carrying  out  her  duties,  she  must  report 
the  fact  immediately  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(7)  Wages  will  be  £3  0/-  per  w'eek  whether  the  home  help  is 
employed  or  not. 

(8)  Holidays. — Annual  holidays  wall  be  on  the  same  scale  as 
those  of  domestics  under  the  Hctherington  Report  and  will  be 
arranged  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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(9)  Provision  of  Overalls—  Overalls  will  be  provided  in  terms  of 
D.H.S.  Circular  No.  190/1944. 


(10)  Charge  for  Patients. — The  charge  will  be  on  a sliding  scale 
according  to  income  as  laid  down  by  the  Corporation. 

It  was  later  agreed  that  in  the  event  of  a home  help  having  no 
case  to  attend  at  any  time  she  will  be  required  to  carry  out  any 
duties  of  a domestic  nature  in  hospital  or  otherwise,  as  determined 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Rankin  Memorial  Hospitals — Maternity  Section 


Mothers  Children 

Number  in  hospital  at  31st  December,  1944, 

20 

17 

Number  of  admissions  during  1945, 

786 

1 

Number  of  confinements,  

708 

Number  of  live  births, 

*690 

Number  of  stillbirths,  

30 

Number  of  deaths, 

1 

16 

Number  of  discharges,  

779 

672 

Number  in  hospital  at  31st  December,  1945, 

26 

20 

* Includes  12  sets  of  twins. 

Analysis  of  admissions  : — 

Ante-natal  cases, 

92 

Abnormal  and  complicated  confinements. 

*138 

Other  cases  of  confinement, 

570 

Post-natal  cases,  

4 

* Included  in  above  admissions  are  55  emergency  (unbooked)  cases. 


Analysis  of  emergency  admissions  and  comparison  with  booked 
admissions  : — 


Emergency  Cases 

Booked 

Unbooked 

Admissions 

Total  number  

55 

731 

Number  of  maternal  deaths 

, 1 

Number  of  stillbirths, 

9 

21 

Number  of  neo-natal  deaths, 

2 

14 

(1)  ANTE-NATAL  CASES, 

Condition  Found  Result  of  Treatment 

14  Pre-eclampsia  (Hypertension 

and  Albuminuria) 2 medicinal  induction  at  term, 

discharged  well ; 7 surgical  rup- 
ture of  membranes,  discharged  well ; 2 spontaneous  labour 
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and  delivery  at  term,  discharged  well  ; 1 spontaneous 
premature  labour,  discharged  well  ; 1 discharged  relieved, 
not  due,  left  against  advice  ; 1 surgical  rupture  of  mem- 
branes, stillbirth,  mother  discharged  well. 

23  Hypertension,  ....  ....  12  spontaneous  labour  and  deliv- 

ery at  term,  discharged  well ; 
11  discharged  relieved,  not  due. 

1 Essential  Hypertension  ....  Spontaneous  labour  and  deliver}' 

at  term,  discharged  well, 

1 Chronic  Nephritis,  ....  ....  Abdominal  Hysterotomy  and 

sterilisation,  died. 

1 Late  Vomiting,  Surgical  rupture  of  membranes, 

discharged  well. 

1 Hyperemesis  Gravidarum,  Discharged  relieved,  not  due. 


3 Albuminuria, 

1 Haematuria, 

1 Glycosuria,  .... 

15  Anaemia  and  Debility, 

4 discharged  relieved, 
discharged  relieved,  not 

4 Threatened  Abortion 

(Booked  Cases),  .... 

tage,  Discharged  well,  1 


Discharged  relieved,  not  due. 

Transferred  to  urologist,  Green- 
ock Royal  Infirmary. 

Investigated.  Discharged  re- 
lieved, not  due. 

10  Spontaneous  labour  and  de- 
livery at  term,  discharged  well ; 
not  due ; 1 (Large  Cystocele) 

due. 


2 aborted,  discharged  well  ; 1 

aborted,  Dilatation  and  Curet- 
discharged  well — not  due. 


8 Pyelitis,  7 discharged  well — not  due,  1 

spontaneous  labour  and  delivery, 
Mother  and  infant  discharged  well. 

1 Dysuria,  ....  ....  ....  Discharged  relieved— not  due. 

8 Cardiac  Disease,  ....  ....  3 mitral  stenosis,  discharged  re- 

lieved, not  due  ; 1 mitral  stenosis 
and  hyperemesis,  abdominal  hysterotomy,  discharged 
relieved  ; 3 spontaneous  labour  and  delivery,  mothers  and 
infants^ discharged  well  ; 1 still  in  hospital. 

4 Accidental  Haemorrhage 

(Slight),  Discharged  relieved,  not  due. 
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1 Acute  Bronchitis 
Pleurisy,  


and 

....  Spontaneous  labour  and  delivery, 
mother  and  infant  discharged 
well. 

— Spontaneous  labour  and  delivery, 
infant  died,  mother  discharged 
well. 

1 Abdominal  Pain  and  Diarr- 

..  . Discharged  relieved,  not  due. 

— Spontaneous  labour  and  delivery, 
mother  and  infant  discharged 
well.  g 


1 Myxoedema, 


hoea, 

1 Polycystic  Kidneys, 


1 Lumbar  Pain, 

1 Lobar  Pneumonia, 


...  Discharged  relieved,  not  due. 
...  Discharged  relieved,  not  due. 


(2)  COMPLICATED  CONFINEMENTS:— 

31  Contracted  Pelv1S,  ....  ....  l pre-eclampsia,  repeat  Caesarean 

, . ..  section,  mother  and  infant  dis- 

hirrwi  Tn  caesar(:an  section-  malformed  foetus,  still 
th,  mother  discharged  well ; 7 repeat  caesarean  section 
mothers  and  infant  discharged  well  ; 4 repeat  caesarean 
section  and  sterilisation,  mothers  and  infants  discharged 
wel!’  1 caesarean  section,  still  birth,  cause  unknown 
mother  discharged  well  ; 1 elderly  primigravida  caesarean 
section,  mother  and  infant  discharged  well  ; 1 history  of 
mental  illness,  caesarean  section,  mother  and  infant  disch- 
arged well , 4 trial  labour  well ; 3 trial  labour,  forceps,  mot- 
hers and  infants  discharged  well ; 2 trial  labours,  uterine  in- 
ertia,  caesarean  section,  mothers  and  Infants  discharged 
well , 3 trial  labour,  caesarean  section,  mothers  and  infa 

1 tn  u1  Iabour>  prolapsed  cord,  caesarean 
section  still  birth,  mother  discharged  well ; 1 induction  of 
premature  labour,  mother  and  infant  discharged  well  • 

1 obstructed  labour,  craniotomy,  mother  discharged  well’ 


11 


Breech  Presentation  (Multi- 
parae),  

Breech  Presentation  (Primi- 
gravidae), 


Spontaneous  delivery,  mothers 
and  infants  discharged  well. 


10  spontaneous  delivery,  mothers 
and  infants  discharged  well  ; l 
premature  labour,  spontaneous  delivery,  mother  and 
infant  discharged  well. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

2 

3 

1 

15 

6 

4 
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Breech,  Elderly  Primigravida  with  hyper- 

tension, caesarean  section,  dis- 
charged well. 


Breech,  severe  haemorrhage 
following  attempted  ver- 
sion,   ....  Caesarean 

well. 


section,  discharged 


Breech,  Hydrocephalic  Head,  Craniotomy,  mother  discharged 

well. 

Breech,  Uterine  Inertia  and 

prolapsed  cord,  ....  ....  extracted  stillborn,  mother  dis- 

charged well. 

Persistent  Occipito-Posterior 

Position,  ....  ....  ....  4 Manual  rotation,  forceps,  dis- 

charged well  ; 2 failed  forceps, 
craniotomy,  mothers  discharged  well  ; 1 manual  rotation, 
forceps,  stillbirth,  mother  discharged  well ; 2 forceps, 
face  to  pubis,  discharged  well. 


Deep  transverse,  arrest  of 

head,  ....  ....  ....  2 forceps,  discharged  well. 

Shoulder  presentation,  ....  3 internal  version  and  extraction 

as  breech,  all  stillbirths,  mothers 
discharged  well. 


Brow  Presentation, 


....  1 caesarean  section,  discharged 
well. 


Prolonged  2nd  stage,  ....  14  Forceps,  discharged  well ; 1 

Forceps,  stillbirth,  mother  dis- 
charged well. 

Placenta  Praevia,  2 central,  caesarean  section,  dis- 

charged well,  1 central,  caesar- 
ean section,  transfusion,  discharged  well  ; 1 marginal 

caesarean  section,  transfusion,  stillbirth,  mother  discharged 
well ; 1 marginal,  caesarean  section,  transfusion,  dis- 

charged well  ; 1 marginal,  surgical  rupture  of  membrane, 
infant  premature,  still  in  hospital,  mother  discharged  well. 


Accidental  Haemorrhage,  ....  1 spontaneous  premature  labour, 

infant  died,  mother  discharged 
well  ; 1 spontaneous  labour,  and  deliver}?  at  term,  dis- 
charged well  ; 1 spontaneous  premature  labour,  still- 
birth, mother  discharged  well  ; 1 surgical  rupture  of 

membrane,  spontaneous  delivery,  stillbirth,  mother  dis- 
charged well. 


9 

6 

2 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Post-partum  haemorrhage,  2 routine  treatment,  discharged 

well  ; 2 manual  removal  placenta 
routine  treatment,  discharged  well  ; 4 blood  transfusion, 
routine  treatment,  discharged  well  ; 1 expression  under 
anaesthesia,  transfusion,  discharged  well. 

Retained  Placenta  (without 

haemorrhage),  ....  ....  Manual  removel  of  placenta,  dis- 

charged well. 

Uterine  inertia  and  prolonged 

labour,  1 spontaneous  delivery,  still- 

birth, mother  discharged  well ; 
1 Caesarean  section,  stillbirth  (Foetal  Tumour),  mother 
discharged  well. 

Cardiac  Disease,  4 mitral  stenosis,  discharged  well 

1 myocardial  degeneration,  child 
died,  mother  discharged  well. 

Eclampsia,  Post-natal,  routine  treatment, 

discharged  well. 

Pre-eclampsia,  Elderly  Primi- 

gravide,  . ....  ....  Caesarean  section,  mother  and 

infant  discharged  well. 

Precipitous  Labour,  ....  Stillbirth,  mother  discharged 

well. 


Organic  Rigidity  of  Cervix 
(Syphilis),  


Caesarean  section,  discharged 
well. 


Pyelitis  and  Pleural  Effusion,  Spontaneous  labour  and  delivery, 

mother  transferred  to  Larkfield 
Hospital,  infant  discharged  well. 


Vaginal  Atresia, 


Pyelitis  and  Gross  Oedema, 

Prolapsed  cord,  

Hydramnions  and  Anen- 
cephaly,  


Repeat  Caesarean  section,  still- 
birth (cause  unknown),  mother 
discharged  well. 

Surgical  rupture  of  membrane, 
mother  and  child  discharged  well. 

Spontaneous  delivery,  stillbirth, 
mother  discharged  well. 

Surgical  rupture  of  membrane, 
discharged  well. 
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2 Hydramnios,  1 spontaneous  premature  labour, 

child  died,  mother  discharged 
well  ; 1 spontaneous  labour  and  delivery,  discharged  well. 

12  Peurperal  Pyelitis, Routine  treatment,  discharged 

well. 

(3)  OTHER  CASES  OF  CONFINEMENT,  570 

(4)  ABORTIONS  (Other  than  booked  cases),  ....  Nil 

(5)  POST-NATAL  CASES,  4 

1 Post-natal  Eclampsia. 

2 Retained  Placenta  and  Post-partum  haemorrhage. 

1 Born  before  arrival. 


(6)  OTHER  INFORMATION 

(a)  Number  of  normal  deliveries,  ....  ....  ....  570 

(b)  Number  of  cases  delivered  without  medical 

attendance  at  delivery,  ....  96 

(c)  Instrumental  deliveries  exclusive  of  those 

already  recorded,  ....  Nil 

(d)  Number  of  cases  of  puerperal  fever  removed 

from  hospital,  ....  Nil 

(. e ) Number  of  cases  of  pyrexia  (notifiable),  ....  15 

(/)  Number  of  cases  under  ( e ) which  were  instru- 
mental, ....  5 

( g )  Maternal  Deaths,  *1 


* This  case  was  sent  in  from  Larkfield  Hospital  as  a case 
of  chronic  nephritis,  six  months  pregnant.  She  suddenly 
collapsed  and  died  four  hours  after  termination  by  abdom- 
inal hysterotomy  followed  by  sterilisation.  Blood  pressure 
was  240/160  and  Esbachs  10  parts. 

(h)  Number  of  infants  born  alive,  ....  691 

(i)  Number  of  stillbirths,  30 

Causes  of  stillbirths  : — 

1 1 birth  injury  and  asphyxia  (includes  cases  of  pro- 
longed labour  and  ante-partum  haemorrhage)  ; 10 

unknown  ; 4 malformation  ; 4 prolapsed  cord ; 1 

pre-eclampsia. 

(j)  Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  8 days  old  14 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  over  8 days  old,  2 


Causes  of  Neo-natal  Death  : — 

9 prematurity  ; 4 malformation  ; 1 birth  injury  ; 

1 maternal  toxaemia  ; 1 unknown. 

(k)  Number  of  premature  births  (infants  weighing 


under  5 A lbs.), 62 

Number  of  premature  stillbirths,  ....  ....  9 

Number  of  premature  live  births,  ....  ....  53 

Number  of  premature  infants  discharged  well,  44 

Number  of  premature  infants  died,  9 

Causes  of  Prematurity  : — 


25  unknown)  there  were  8 illegitimates  in  this  group)  ; 
20  twins ; 7 maternal  Toxaemia ; 3 ante-partum 

haemorrhage  ; 3 malformations ; 1 hydramnios  ; 1 
cardiac  disease  ; 1 acute  bronchitis  and  pleurisy  ; 1 
maternal  debility. 

The  above  figures  include  9 cases  of  stillborn  premature 
infants,  but  only  in  5 was  prematurity  unassociated  with 
some  obvious  causative  factor,  e.g.  malformation,  twin,  etc. 

Of  the  53  premature  infants  born  alive  9 died  during  the 
first  week  of  life  and  44  were  discharged  well  after  reaching 
a weight  of  at  least  5|  lbs.  The  smallest  infant  to  survive 
weighed  2 lbs.  9 ozs.  at  birth.  The  results  obtained  in  the 
management  of  premature  infants  is  largely  a measure  of 
nursing  skill,  and  the  above  figures  leave  no  doubt  that  the 
hospital  has  been  well  served  in  this  respect  during  the 
past  year. 

(/)  Number  of  Caesarean  Sections  performed,  ....  33 

(Lower  Segment,  22  ; Classical,  11). 

These  comprise  4.6%  of  all  confinements. 

Indications  for  section  : — 

22  contracted  pelvis  ; 5 placenta  praevia  ; 2 rigid 
cervix  ; 1 vaginal  atresia  ; 1 pre-eclampsia  ; 1 accidental 
haemorrhage  (breech)  ; 1 brow. 

Maternal  mortality  for  caesarean  section,  ....  Nil 

Maternal  Morbidity  (notifiable),  ....  ....  2 

Number  of  infants  stillborn  by  caesarean  sec- 
tion, ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

Causes  of  stillbirths  : — 

2 malformation  ; 2 asphyxia  (1  prolapsed  cord  with 
contracted  Pelvis,  1 placenta  praevia),  2 unknown. 
Number  of  Neo-natal  deaths  following  section,  Nil 
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These  figures  are  included  in  (e),  ( h ) and  (t)  above  and 
their  analysis  here  is  to  show  their  relation  to  Caesarean 
section. 


(7)  HOSPITAL  ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC:— 
Total  number  of  mothers  attending, 

Total  number  of  attendances  { Subsequent, 


667 

667 

4,285 


Conditions  found  or  complained  of  and  requiring  treat- 
ment or  advice  : — 

Anaemia  and  debility,  94 ; contracted  pelvis,  26 ; 
hypertension,  35  ; pre-eclampsia,  5 ; albuminuria,  4 ; 
varicose  veins,  15  ; leucorrhoea,  20  ; mitral  stenosis,  8 ; 
malposition,  18  ; severe  oedema,  7 ; p}'elitis,  12  ; 
constipation,  14  ; vomiting.il;  headache,  9 ; backache, 
16  ; abdominal  pain,  3 ; syphilis,  4 ; chronic  bronchitis, 
4 ; indigestion,  3 ; insomnia,  4 ; septic  sores,  3 ; otitis 
media,  1 ; hydramnios,  3 ; asthma,  2 ; muscular 
rheumatism,  1 ; ante-partum  haemorrhage,  2 ; threat- 
ened abortion,  5 ; boils,  1 ; myxoedema,  1 ; toxic  rash, 
1 ; dermatitis,  1 ; scabies,  14  ; cystitis,  1 ; tuberculous 
abscess  of  neck,  1 ; pulmonary  tuberculosis,  3 ; pneu- 
monia, 1 ; mastitis,  1 ; coccygodynia,  1 ; secondary 
carcinoma  of  femur,  1. 


(8)  HOSPITAL  POST-NATAL  CLINIC 

Total  number  of  mothers  attending, 

r First 

Total  number  of  attendances^  Subsequent, 


97 

97 

6 


Conditions  found  or  complained  of  and  requiring  treat- 
ment or  advice  : — 

Backache,  6 ; erosion  of  cervix,  2 ; constipation,  2 ; 
mastitis,  1 ; ulcers  of  legs,  1 ; pain  in  perineum,  1 ; 
leucorrhoea,  2;  retroversion,  14;  debility,  21. 

(All  patients  on  discharge  from  hospital  are  given 
a prescription  for  iron  tonic  to  be  taken  for  six  weeks.) 

The  attendance  at  Post-natal  clinics  is  disappointing.  Actually 
572  women  received  instructions  to  attend  six  weeks  after  discharge 
from  hospital.  That  only  97  attended  is  probably  due  to  the  fact 
that  those  women  who  stayed  away  had  no  complaint  and  had  no 
wish  to  subject  themselves  to  what  they  believed  was  an  un- 
necessary examination. 
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Rankin  Memorial  Hospitals — Children’s  Section  : — 


Number  in  hospital  at  31st  December,  1944,  ....  15 

Number  admitted  during  year,  ....  ....  89 

Number  discharged  during  year,  ....  ....  ....  49 

Number  died  during  year,  ..  ....  ....  ....  26 

Number  transferred  to  other  Hospitals,  ....  ....  5 

Number  remaining  in  hospital  at  31st  December, 

1945,  24 

Number  of  children  dying  within  24  hours  of 

admission,....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Average  period  of  residence,  ....  ....  ....  60  days 


CONDITION. 

Cases  in  Hospital, 
31st  December,  1944. 

Cases  admitted. 

Cases 

Discharged. 

Transferred  to 
Gateside  or  Millport. 

1 Transferred  to 
Royal  Infirmary. 

Cases  remaining  in 
Hospital,  31  Dec.,  1945 

Well. 

Improved. 

Died. 

Anaemia  and  Debility,  .... 

6 

26 

24 

1 

7 

Gastro-enteritis, 

1 

16 

2 

— 

7 

— 

— 

8 

Pneumonia, 

3 

15 

5 

— 

6 

2 

1 

4 

Rickets  and  Debility,  .... 

1 

7 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Skin  Conditions, 

Marasmus, 

3 

12 

8 

— 

3 

1 

— 

3 

Bronchitis, 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Convulsions, 

Septic  Conditions, 

Other  Conditions, 

1 

10 

10 

1 

Total 

15 

89 

49 

— 

26 

4 

I 

24 

The  10  unspecified  conditions  ending  in  death  were 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  1 ; prematurity,  3 ; nephritis,  1 ; 
congenital  heart,  2 ; meningitis,  2 ; whooping  cough,  1. 
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MATERNITY  SERVICES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1937. 

The  Corporation  Scheme  under  this  act  continued  to  function 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  There  was  no  alteration  in  staff 
or  in  the  general  arrangements. 

Under  this  scheme  31%  of  the  confinements  in  the  burgh  were 
conducted. 


The  following  are  the  relevant  figures  : — - 

Number  of  confinements,  ....  ....  ....  ....  474 

Number  of  ante-natal  visits,  ....  ....  ....  3,936 

Number  of  post-natal  visits,  ....  ....  ....  7,422 

Number  of  special  post-natal  visits,  ....  ....  421 

Deaths  of  new-born  children  within  14  days  of 

birth,  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  16 

Stillbirths,  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  *17 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  ....  ....  ....  — 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis,  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis,  ...  ....  ....  1 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  ....  ....  ....  ...  4 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  ....  ....  ....  — - 


* Five  of  these  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Maternity 
Hospital  in  emergency,  where  the  stillbirth  actually  took 
place. 


MIDWIVES  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS. 

During  1945,  12.6%  of  the  confinements  in  the  burgh  were 
conducted  by  midwives  in  private  practice  and  the  word  “ mid- 
wife ” used  below  should  be  construed  accordingly. 

Medical  assistance  was  called  in  by  private  midwives  in  approxi- 
mately 34%  of  their  cases.  This  figure  has  not  altered  much 
during  the  last  few  years. 


Births  : — 

Total  number  of  births  notified,  ....  1,525 

Total  number  of  deaths  of  new  bom  children,  ....  ....  45 

Number  of  births  attended  by  midwives,  ....  ....  ....  193 

Number  of  deaths  of  new-born  children  occurring  in^the 

practice  of  midwives,  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Number  of  cases  not  attended  by  doctor  or  midwife,  ....  — 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  : — 

Total  number  of  cases,  ....  ....  ....  5 

Number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives,  ....  1 

Number  of  cases  not  attended  by  doctor  or  midwife,  ....  — 


Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis  : — 

Total  number  of  cases,  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Total  number  of  deaths,  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives,  .... 

Number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives, 

Number  of  cases  not  attended  by  doctor  or  midwife, 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  : — 

Total  number  of  cases,  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  17 

Total  number  of  deaths,  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives,  ....  2 

Number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives, 

Number  of  cases  not  attended  by  doctor  or  midwife, 

Cases  of  Stillbirth  (Dead  Born  Children)  : — 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1945,  ....  ....  ....  49 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  mid- 
wives during  1945,  ....  ....  ....  *7 

* Three  of  these  cases  were  admitted  to  maternity  hospital 
in  emergency  where  the  stillbirth  actually  took  place. 

Cases  of  Emergency  : — 

There  were  67  cases  of  emergency,  namely  : — 

Ante-natal : — 

Abortion,  1 ; ante-partum  haemorrhage,  3 ; illness  of  mother,  1. 
Jntra-natal  : — 

Abnormal  presentation,  6 ; adherent  placenta,  3 ; contracted 

pelvis,  3 ; delayed  labour,  1 1 ; maternal  distress,  1 ; prolapse  of 
cervix,  1 ; prolapse  of  cord,  1 ; tom  perineum,  21. 

Post-natal  : — 

Illness  of  mother,  6 ; post-partum  haemorrhage,  2. 

Child  : — 

Abnormality,  0 ; illness  of  child,  4 ; prematurity,  2 ; stillbirth,  1. 
Notification  : — 

The  following  notifications  required  under  the  rules  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  and  the  Public  Health  (Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum)  Regulations  (Scotland)  1918,  were  received:— 

Notification  of  death,  ....  ....  1 

Notification  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  1 

Supervision  : — 

Fifty-one  supervisory  visits  were  made  by  the  Assistant  Inspectors 
of  Midwives  during  the  year.  The  work  of  the  midwives  was  found 
to  be  satisfactory  on  the  whole. 
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Thirty-three  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practice  within 
the  burgh,  but  only  19  were  actually  in  practice.  Of  the  latter 
1 resided  in  the  burgh  of  Port  Glasgow. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  general  arrangements  remained  unchanged  during  the  year. 

The  very  marked  increase  in  the  prevalence  of  venereal  disease 
which  was  manifest  during  the  war  has  largely  subsided  but  the 
figures  are  still  somewhat  above  the  pre-war  level.  The  war  time 
increase  was  as  stated  in  previous  reports  largely  confined  to  males. 

The  measures  laid  down  under  Defence  of  the  Realm  Regulation 


33b  were  carried  on  with  the  following  result 

Number  of  single  contacts  notified,  13 

(All  of  these  were  women.) 

A search  was  made  for  all  of  them  with  the  following  result 

Not  found,  information  insufficient,  1 

On  examination  found  to  be  suffering  from  venereal 

disease  and  brought  under  treatment,  ....  6 

Examined  and  still  under  investigation,  1 

Examined,  no  evidence  of  venereal  disease  found,  5 

The  number  of  double  contacts  notified  was  three.  All  of  these 


were  visited  and  found  to  be  suffering  from  venereal  disease  and 
brought  under  treatment,  without  official  action  being  required. 

The  buildings  in  the  Royal  Infirmary  courtyard  which  are  used 
as  the  male  venereal  diseases  clinic  are  still  effective  for  the  purpose 
but  the  Directors  of  the  Infirmary  have  intimated  that  they  wish 
them  removed.  This  matter  will  require  consideration  as  soon 
as  building  becomes  possible  elsewhere. 

The  female  venereal  diseases  clinic  is  situated  in  the  Public  Health 
offices  at  3 Shaw  Place  and  is  unsatisfactory.  New  premises  are 
urgently  required  and  it  is  possible  that  temporary  suitable 
premises  will  be  obtained  by  an  adaptation  of  the  Wellpark  First 
Aid  Post. 

Males  : — 

The  out-patient  clinic  is  held  at  the  Greenock  Royal  Infirmary 
and  cases  w'hich  require  hospital  treatment  are  admitted  to  Craw' 
Road  Institution,  Paisley. 

Penicillin  has  been  brought  into  use  in  the  treatment  of  venereal 
disease  and  promises  to  be  a further  improvement  on  the  sulpha 
drugs  which  are  still  largely  used. 

There  were  204  new  cases  during  the  year,  as  follow's  : — 

Greenock,  76  ; Port  Glasgow,  16  ; Gourock,  6 ; Dumbarton 
1 ; Argyllshire,  3 ; Renfrewshire,  1 ; Shipping,  91  ; Ayrshire, 
1 ; Service  cases,  9. 
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Comparative  figures  for  the  years  during  which  the  clinic  has  been 
in  operation  are  shown  in  the  following  table 


Year 

ending 

31st  December. 

New  Cases. 

Attendances 
at  Clinics. 

Attendances 
at  Centre. 

Total 

Attendances. 

1923 

182 

1,592 

5,970 

7,562 

1924 

160 

2,054 

6,436 

8,490 

1925 

178 

2,363 

7,707 

10,070 

1926 

176 

2,923 

10,118 

13,041 

1927 

189 

2,845 

11,245 

14,090 

1928 

194 

3,083 

11,468 

14,551 

1929 

182 

3,373 

7,188 

10,561 

1930 

179 

3,043 

7,351 

10,394 

1931 

147 

2,723 

6,039 

8,762 

1932 

130 

3,035 

6,590 

9,625 

1933 

100 

2,883 

5,272 

8,155 

1934 

109 

3,376 

7,030 

10,406 

1935 

132 

3,120 

7,462 

10,582 

1936 

177 

3,333 

9,145 

12,478 

1937 

146 

2,649 

8,359 

11,008 

1938 

103 

2,254 

5,995 

8,249 

1939 

151 

1,810 

4,017 

5,827 

1940 

433 

1,924 

5,126 

7,050 

1941 

859 

3,224 

8,065 

11,289 

1942 

1,000 

3,810 

6,658 

10,468 

1943 

518 

2,843 

3,599 

6,442 

1944 

349 

2,121 

3,614 

5,735 

1945 

204 

1,696 

2,314 

4,010 

The  number  of  new  cases,  namely,  204,  is  less  than  last  year  and 
below  the  average  for  the  last  five  years. 
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There  were  28  new  cases  of  syphilis,  75  less  than  last  year 
(primary,  17  ; secondary,  5 ; late,  4 ; latent  1st  year,  2). 

New  cases  of  gonorrhoea  numbered  78,  which  is  27  less  than 
last  year. 

The  cases  treated  during  the  year  are  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 


Type  of  Case 

On  register 
1st  Jan., 
1945. 

New  Cases. 

Returned  for 

further 

treatment. 

Transferred  in 
from  approved 
centres. 

Ceased  to 
attend. 

Transferred  to 
other  centres. 

1 Discharged 
Cured. 

Died. 

iS 

OD  d 
d 

— u 
d v 

d +>  id 

§ * 'Z 

X - 

Syphilis 

72 

28 

7 

25 

29 

52 

5 

2 

44 

Gonorrhoea, 

15 

78 

6 

20 

43 

23 

13 

Non-specific 

venereal 

infections, 

1 

8 

8 

Conditions  other 
than  venereal, 

2 

90 



91 

1 

The  defaulter  rate  is  21.96  per  cent,  for  syphilis,  20.20  per  cent, 
for  gonorrhoea  ; both  rates  are  higher  than  last  year. 

Four  patients  required  hospital  treatment,  one  case  of  syphilis 
and  gonorrhoea  and  three  cases  of  syphilis.  The  average  stay  in 
hospital  was  38  days. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-six  specimens  of  blood  and  14  of  cerebro- 
spinal fluid  were  examined  by  the  Wassermann  and  Meinicke  test 
at  the  Emergency  Laboratoty,  Paisley.  Bacteriological  examina- 
tions carried  out  at  the  clinic  included  629  smears  for  gonococci  and 
54  for  treponema  pallidum. 


Females  : — 

The  following  table  gives  the  comparative  figures  for  the  three 
years  during  which  the  clinic  has  been  in  operation  : — 
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Period  under  Review 

New  Cases. 

Attendances 
at  Clinics. 

Attendances 
at  Centre. 

Total 

Attendances. 

24th  November  to 
31st  Dec.,  1929 

12 

107 

7 

114 

1930 

100 

1,209 

127 

1,336 

1931 

128 

2,061 

458 

2,519 

1932 

93 

2,064 

652 

2,716 

1933 

101 

2,127 

1,077 

3,204 

1934 

79 

1,884 

1,075 

2,959 

1935 

112 

1,697 

1,163 

2,860 

1936 

86 

1,830 

1,184 

3,014 

1937 

85 

2,083 

1,791 

3,874 

1938 

61 

1,758 

1,466 

3,224 

1939 

55 

1,349 

574 

1,923 

1940 

69 

1,120 

433 

1,553 

1941 

74 

989 

426 

1,415 

1942 

91 

1,327 

322 

1,649 

1943 

137 

1,669 

366 

2,035 

1944 

91 

1,805 

448 

2,253 

1945 

130 

1,648 

416 

2,064 

1 

ut.  U ib 

Three  hundred  and  nine  specimens  of  blood  were  examined  by 
the  Wassermann  and  Meinicke  tests  at  the  Emergency  Laboratory, 
Paisley,  while  658  smears  for  gonococci  were  dealt  with  at  the 
centre. 
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The  following  table  gives  information  regarding  the  types  of  cases  : — 


Type  of  Case 

On  Register, 
1st  Jan.,  1945. 

New  Cases. 

Returned  for 

further 

treatment. 

Transfers  in 
from  Approved 
Centres. 

Ceased  to  ■ 
attend. 

Transferred  to 
other  centres. 

tc 

u 

— 

'o 

to 

Q 

tr. 

-* 

— 'J 
'3Q 
z 2 

Syphilis 

73 

31 

— 

4 

8 

7 

10 

1 

82 

Gonorrhoea  .... 

36 

45 

— 

1 

21 

7 

26 

— 

28 

Conditions 

other  than 

venereal  .... 

5 

54 

— 

— 

— 

53 

6 

This  gives  a defaulter  rate  of  7.4  per  cent,  in  the  case  of  syphilis 
and  25.60  in  the  case  of  gonorrhoea.  Last  year’s  figures  were 
12.7  per  cent,  and  24.2  per  cent,  respectively.  The  small  number 
of  cases  tends  to  create  considerable  fluctuation  in  the  defaulter 
rate  from  year  to  year. 

Of  the  thirty-one  new  cases  of  syphilis,  one  was  primary,  eight 
secondary,  four  latent  (1st  year),  ten  later  and  eight  congenital. 
No  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital  during  the  year. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  AND  AMBULANCE 

ARRANGEMENTS. 

Greenock  and  District  Combination  Hospital  at  Gateside  continued 
to  serve  the  community  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  The  tuber- 
culosis wards  were  used  to  full  capacity  during  the  whole  period. 

The  following  figures  were  kindly  supplied  by  the  Physician 
Superintendent : — 


I. — Cases  Classified  According  to  Districts  from  which 

Admitted. 


District 

Cases  in 
hospital, 

1st  Jan.,  1945 

Admitted 
during  1945. 

Discharged 
during  1945. 

Died  in 
hospital. 

Cases  remain- 
ing in  hospital, 
31st  Dec. ,1945. 

Greenock 

37 

341 

307 

23 

48 

Port  Glasgow 

9 

59 

63 

l 

4 

Gourock 

l 

55 

48 

1 

7 

County 

6 

5 

' 

i 

Total... 

47 

461 

423 

25 

60 

II. — Cases  Treated,  Classified  according  to  Disease. 


Disease 

In  hospital, 

1st  Jan.,  1945. 

Admitted 
during  1945. 

Discharged 
during  1945. 

Died 

during  1945. 

Cases  in 
hospital  at 
31st  Dec.,  1945. 

Fatality 

rate. 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

176 

158 

1 

29 

.53 

Diphtheria  .... 

9 

115 

110 

2 

12 

1.61 

Phthisis 

15 

63 

43 

18 

17 

23.08 

Measles 

7 

7 

14 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  .... 

— 

4 

3 

— 

1 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

4 

4 

1 

— 

20.00 

Pneumonia  .... 

1 

5 

5 

1 

— 

16.66 

Mumps 

1 

24 

25 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases 

1 

63 

61 

2 

1 

3.12 

Total... 

47 

461 

423 

25 

60 

4.92 

III. — Cases  Admitted  from  the  Burgh  of  Greenock,  Classified 
According  to  Disease. 


Disease. 

In  hospital, 

1st  Jan.,  1945. 

Admitted 
during  1945. 

Discharged 
during  1945. 

Died 

during  1945. 

Cases  in 
hospital  at 
31st  Dec., 1945. 

Fatality 

rate. 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

110 

97 

1 

20 

.85 

Diphtheria  .... 

4 

81 

74 

1 

10 

1.18 

Phthisis 

15 

63 

43 

18 

17 

23.08 

Measles 

7 

7 

14 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

4 

3 

1 

— 

25.00 

Pneumonia  .... 

1 

3 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Mumps 

1 

24 

25 

— 

— 

— 

Others 

1 

49 

48 

1 

1 

2.00 

Total 

37 

341 

307 

23 

48 

0.08 

The  ambulance  arrangements  remain  the  same. 
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REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES. 


Under  the  Nursing  Homes  Registration  (Scotland)  Act,  1938, 
the  only  person  remaining  on  the  register  is  Mrs.  Hutchison  in 
respect  of  Glenville  Nursing  Home,  Ravenscraig.  The  original 
registration  was  dated  11th  December,  1939.  Periodic  visitation 
has  been  carried  out  and  the  circumstances  remain  satisfactory. 

Under  the  same  act  the  following  institutions  are  exempt  : — 

1.  Greenock  Royal  Infirmary. 

2.  Larkfield  Hospital. 

3.  Greenock  Eye  Infirmary. 

4.  Medical  Aid  Home. 

5.  Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Home. 

6.  Children’s  Convalescent  Home,  South  Street. 

The  Children’s  Convalescent  Home,  Ravenscraig,  has  now  ceased 
to  act  as  a hospital. 

MEDICAL  CARE  AND  NURSING  OF  THE  SICK  POOR. 

The  following  information  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  the 
Inspector  of  Public  Assistance  : — 

Ordinary  Sick — Domiciliary  Medical  Service. 

The  outdoor  medical  service  provided  by  the  Public  Assistance 
Department  continued  to  be  given  by  three  general  practitioners 
who  attended  1,993  cases  by  means  of  1,789  consultations  and 
1,422  visits  during  the  year. 


Ordinary  Sick — Hospital  Provision. 

As  Smithston  Hospital  continued  to  be  occupied  by  the  Canadian 
Navy  during  the  whole  year  hospital  cases  were  treated  in  other 
institutions  to  which  the  following  figures  refer  : — 


Institution 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Died 

Trans- 

ferred 

Craw  Road,  Paisley 

27 

25 

8 

Welfare  Home,  Ayr 
Townend  Hosp.,  D’barton 

31 

10 

17 

2 

2<> 

24 

9 

— 

West  Highland  Rest,  Oban 

3 

3 

' 

Ordinary  Poor — Nursing  Service. 

All  domiciliary  nursing  was  provided  as  formerly  by  the  staff 
of  the  Greenock  and  District  Nursing  Association. 

Mental  Sick,  Institutional  Provision. 

Dykebar  Asylum  was  the  only  institution  to  which  mental 
patients  were  admitted  during  the  year.  The  following  figures 
refer  to  all  institutions  in  which  patients  from  Greenock  were  under 
treatment  during  that  period. 


Asylum 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Died 

Trans- 

ferred 

Dykebar,  Paisley  .... 

31 

10 

5 



Gartloch  

— 

1 

2 

— 

Stirling  District 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Gartnaval  .... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Cuninghame  Home 

1 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 


During  the  year  specimens  of  sputum  and  throat  swabs  were 
normally  examined  at  Gateside  Hospital,  along  with  a few  other 
specimens,  the  latter  an  emergency  a rangement.  The  figures  were 
as  follows  : — 


Nature  of  Specimen 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Throat  Swab 

56 

322 

378 

Sputum  

64 

260 

324 

Cerebro-spinal  Fluid 

— 

8 

8 

Cervical  Smear 

1 

1 

Total  

120 

591 

711 

All  other  bacteriological  and  similar  specimens  were  sent  to 
Hawkhead  Emergency  Laboratory,  Paisley.  Some  of  these  were 
sent  by  this  department  and  others  by  hospitals  and  medical 
practitioners  in  the  burgh.  The  figures  are  as  follows  : — 


Public  Health  Department  .... 

70 

Rankin  Memorial  Hospitals 

232 

Royal  Infirmary 

151 

Larkfield  Hospital 

71 

Gateside  Hospital 

16 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital 

1 

Medical  Practitioners  

41 

50 


The  details  of  the  specimens  sent  by  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment and  Rankin  Hospitals  were  as  follows  : — 

Public  Health  Department — 


Nature  of  Specimen 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Strips  of  hide  (for  anthrax) 

6 

6 

Blood  (for  Widal  Test) 

4 

57 

61 

Throat  Swabs  (for  Haemolytic 

Streptococci) 

— 

2 

2 

Urine  (for  Tuberculosis) 

1 

1 

Total  

5 

65 

70 

Rankin  Memorial  Hospitals — 

71 
65 
62 
18 
8 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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PORT  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 

The  emergency  arrangement  made  by  the  Department  of  Health, 
under  which  Glasgow  Port  Local  Authority  took  over  the  sanitary 
supervision  of  all  vessels  at  the  Clyde  Anchorage,  continued  during 
1945.  These  arrangements  did  not,  however,  include  vessels  in 
the  Greenock  harbours. 

The  number  of  cargo  ships  boarded  by  the  staff  of  the  depart- 
ment in  harbour  was  123,  and  general  examination  was  carried  out 
in  each  case.  The  goods  carried  by  37  ships  included  sugar,  iron-ore, 
molasses,  peanuts  and  general  crago.  Sixty-one  ships  docked  to 
overhaul,  16  for  ballast,  6 for  bunkers,  2 for  stores  and  1 to  embark 
troops.  Most  of  the  ships  were  in  fairly  good  sanitary  condition  ; 
in  the  others  defects  were  pointed  out  for  appropriate  action. 

Twenty-eight  of  these  ships  had  valid  deratization  certificates 
and  59  valid  exemption  certificates  issued.  Twenty-five  ships  had 


Vaginal  and  Cervical  Swabs 

Faeces  

Urine  .... 

Eye  Smear 

Throat  Swab  (for  Haemolytic  Streptococci] 
Sputum 

Pleural  Fluid  .... 

Pus 

Blood  for  Culture 
Blood  for  Widal  Test 
Cerebro-spinal  Fluid 

Total 


certificates  which  were  not  valid  (6  deratization  and  19  exemption) 
while  11  had  no  certificates  of  any  kind.  In  19  cases  certificates 
were  issued  and  in  17  the  ship  sailed  without  renewal  of  the  certi- 
ficate. 

Thirty  deratization  certificates  were  issued,  16  after  fumigation 
with  hydrogen  cyanide  and  14  after  trapping  had  been  carried  out. 
In  addition  20  exemption  certificates  were  issued.  Included  in 
the  50  ships,  to  w'hich  a certificate  of  some  sort  was  issued,  were 
certain  ships  not  mentioned  above,  for  example,  new'  ships,  coasters 
and  some  wrhich  arrived  in  the  port  in  the  previous  year.  Certi- 
ficates were  also  issued  to  certain  ships  still  holding  a valid  certi- 
ficate. 

The  principle  of  searching  every  arriving  ship  for  rats  was  con- 
tinued and  in  33  ships  trapping  was  found  necessary,  465  rats 
being  recovered.  In  all  cases  rat  guards  or  equivalent  measures 
were  insisted  upon. 

Registration  of  the  telegraphic  address — " Portelth,  Greenock  ” 
- — was  renewed  during  the  year. 

DISINFECTION 

No  change  was  made  in  the  arrangements  at  the  Disinfecting 
Station  during  the  year.  The  following  numbers  of  articles  were 
dealt  wdth  : — 

Disinfected  by  steam  3,931 

Disinfected  by  antiseptic  solution  6,894 

Sprayed  by  disinfectants  93 

The  usual  repairs  and  replacements  were  carried  out,  but  nothing 
of  a major  nature  was  required. 

RECEPTION  HOUSE 

The  Reception  House  was  not  utilised  for  the  housing  of  contacts 
of  infectious  disease,  the  part  of  it  wdiich  was  previously  converted 
into  a cleansing  station  for  cases  of  scabies  continuing  to  give  good 
service.  Another  part  of  the  building  was  used  mainly  for  storage 
of  equipment  and  the  remainder  continued  in  use  as  a Child  Welfare 
Clinic. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

A verv  considerable  amount  of  work  was  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  staff  during  the  year  on  the  control  of  the  quality  of  the 
milk  supply  of  the  burgh. 

Three  hundred  and  four  samples  of  graded  and  ordinary  milk 
for  domestic  use,  school  milk,  washings  from  empty  milk  bottles,  etc.., 
were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  I he  results  of  these 
were  on  the  whole  fairly  satisfactory,  but  in  some  ways  contra- 
dictory and  difficult  to  interpret— confirming  the  opinion  previously 
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held  that  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  nature  hitherto  used 
did  not  form  an  entirely  sound  basis  for  judgment  in  the  case  of 
such  a delicate  product  as  milk.  This  is  probably  one  reason  why 
tests  of  an  entirely  different  type  are  now  coming  into  use. 

No  samples  were  subjected  to  the  biological  test  for  tuberculosis 
on  account  of  war-time  difficulties. 

No  cases  of  disease  carried  by  milk  were  encountered  and  in 
no  case  was  it  necessary  to  stop  the  milk  supply  from  any  farm  or 
milk  shop. 

Veterinary  inspection  of  herds  continued  to  be  carried  out 
by  the  staff  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  but  no  separate 
information  relating  to  Greenock  was  obtainable. 

In  September  a survey  of  the  amount  and  class  of  milk  consumed 
in  the  burgh  was  taken,  with  the  following  results  : — 


Total  amount  of  milk  consumed  40,000  gals,  per  week. 

composed  of— 

Certified  milk  500  gals. — 1.25% 

Tuberculin  tested  milk  2,700  gals. — 6.75% 

Pasteurised  milk  24,550  gals. — 61.375%. 

Heat  treated  milk  (other  than  pasteurised)  9,500  gals. — 23.75%. 

Loose  milk  2,000  gals. — 5.00%. 

Milk  bottled  at  farm  (otherwise  than 

above)  750  gals. — 1.875%. 


It  would  appear  from  the  above  figures  that  the  consumpt  of 
milk  during  the  year  was  approximately  1 pint  per  head  per  day. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  following  information  regarding  the  work  carried  out  at 
the  Slaughterhouse,  which  refers  to  the  year  ending  15th  May, 
1946,  was  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  George  McNeil,  Superintendent  of 
Abattoir  : — 


Class 

Number 

Slaughtered 

Number 

affected 

with 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Percentage 

affected 

with 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Whole 

Carcases 

seized 

for 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Parts  of 
Carcases 
seized  for 
Tuber- 
culosis 

Whole 

Carcases 

seized 

for 

diseases 
other  than 
Tuber- 
culosis 

Parts  of 
Carcases 
seized 
for 

diseases 
other  than 
Tuber- 
culosis 

Bullocks 

3,785 

396 

10.4 

38 

24 

Bulls 

72 

11 

15.2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cows 

1,444 

568 

39.3 

25 

77 

23 

26 

Heifers 

1,3(56 

125 

9.1 

2 

17 

— 

6 

Swine 

2,354 

143 

6.0 

2 

2 

4 

9 

Sheep 

31,065 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

15 

Calves 

1 ,300 

5 

.3 

5 

24 

1 

Total 

41,386 

1,248 

3.0 

34 

134 

96 

82 

The  following  is  the  list  of  conditions  which  were  responsible  for 
the  total  or  partial  seizure  of  carcases  : — 

Total  Seizure.— Tuberculosis,  34;  pyrexia,  17;  de- 
composition, 8 ; emaciation,  59  ; pyaemia,  1 ; joint  ill,  3 ; 
malignant,  1 ; immature,  1 ; lymphadenitis,  1 ; melanosis,  1 ; 
enteritis,  1 ; injuries,  3. 

Partial  Seizure. — Tuberculosis,  134  ; injuries,  46  ; ar- 
thritis, 1;  adhesions,  12;  peritonitis,  1;  parasitic,  10; 
abscesses,  9 ; mastitis,  1 ; nephritis,  1 ; gangrene,  1 . 

The  approximate  weight  of  meat  and  organs  destroyed  during 
the  year  was  39  tons,  6 cwts.,  3 qrs.,  15  lbs. 

The  routine  inspection  of  butchers’  shops  and  cold  stores  was 
carried  out  as  usual  by  the  slaughterhouse  staff. 

Towards  the  end  of  April,  1946,  reports  were  received  by  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Slaughterhouse  that  several  persons  had 
become  ill  following  on  the  eating  of  corned  beef,  and  although 
none  of  these  persons  appeared  to  be  seriously  affected,  the  question 
seemed  to  call  for  investigation.  It  was  then  found  that  175  Cases, 
each  containing  12x6  lb.  tins,  of  Devon  Brand  corned  beef  had 
been  distributed  in  the  Greenock  area  on  Thursday,  25th  April, 
and  that  some  of  these  tins  on  being  opened  appeared  to  contain 
unsound  meat.  Representation  was  made  to  the  staff  of  the  Ministry 
of  Food,  Glasgow,  regarding  this  issue  and  they  agreed  to  withdraw 
all  the  supply  which  had  not  already  been  sold.  This  was  duly 
carried  out  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  A number  of  tins  which 
were  then  opened  were  found  to  be  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition 
and  samples  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination,  but  no 
definite  pathogenic  organisms  were  found.  The  majority  of  the  tins 
appeared  on  ordinary  examination  to  be  sound  and  this  made  the 
problem  much  more  difficult. 

The  whole  supply  was  taken  by  the  Ministry  to  one  of  their 
depots  for  re-processing. 


HOUSING  SURVEY  AND  TOWN  PLANNING 
Housing  : — 

A Housing  Survey,  under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1935,  was 
carried  out  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  to  obtain  information 
on  conditions  of  overcrowding  and  sub-letting  in  the  burgh.  The 
survev  was  confined  to  houses  of  an  annual  rental  not  exceeding 
£45  and  the  figures  given  therefore,  refer  to  approximately  95%  of 
all  dwelling  houses. 
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The  number  of  houses  surveyed  totalled  17,066,  as  follows  : — 

1 apartment — 6.7%.  4 apartments,  13%. 

2 apartments — 39.5%.  5 apartments — 4.2%. 

3 apartments — 35%.  6 apartments — 1.6%. 

There  were  found  to  be  3,258  more  families  than  separate  dwelling 
houses  and  this  figure  indicates  the  gross  extent  of  sub-letting. 

Of  all  the  houses  surveyed  73.1%  were  separately  occupied, 
8.7%  had  lodgers,  17.1%  were  wholly  or  partly  sub-let,  0.9%  were 
sub-let  and  had  also  lodgers,  while  0.2%  were  empty.  The  number 
of  single  apartment  houses  surveyed  was  1,157  whereas,  on  account 
of  sub-letting,  5,293  families  were  actually  accommodated  in  one 
room  each  and  although  6,721  two  apartments  were  included 
7,152  families  were  actually  occupying  two  rooms  each. 

Of  the  17,066  houses  surveyed  6,192  were  found  to  be  overcrowded 
on  the  1935  standard  of  occupancy,  but  if  the  new  suggested 
standard  (i.e.,  two  persons  per  room,  excluding  living  room)  be 
used,  this  number  becomes  10,154,  as  follows  : — 

Fit  houses  overcrowded  on  1935  standard  of  occupancy, 
5,063  or  29.6%. 

Unfit  houses  overcrowded  on  1935  standard  of  occupancy 
1,129  or  6.6%. 

Fit  houses  overcrowded  on  new  suggested  standard,  8,479  or 
69.6%. 

Unfit  houses  overcrowded  on  new  suggested  standard,  1,675 
or  9.8%. 

The  percentage  of  fit  houses  overcrowded  shown  above  as  29.6% 
indicates  a distinct  improvement  on  the  figure  obtained  in  the  survey 
of  1935,  which  was  33.7%.  This  difference  reflects  the  effect  of  the 
Corporation’s  house  building  programme  during  these  ten  years 
and  the  difference  would  have  been  larger  had  it  not  been  for  the 
fact  that  there  are  now  2,022  more  separate  families  in  the  burgh 
than  in  1935. 

The  number  of  new  houses  required  to  abate  overcrowding  alone 
is  calculated  to  be  2,913,  made  up  as  follows  : — 

1 apartment  171  4 aparatments  1,192 

2 apartments  Nil  5 apartments  325 

3 apartments  1,186  6 apartments  and  over  39 

These  figures  refer  to  the  standard  of  occupancy  set  by  the  1 935 
Act,  but  if  the  new  suggested  standard  were  used  the  total  figures 
would  be  5,867,  as  follows  : — 

3 apartments  1,900  5 apartments 1,135 

4 apartments  2,374  6 apartments  and  over  458 
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Furthermore,  under  the  1935  standard  of  occupancy  there  would 
remain  a surplus  of  1,106  two  apartment  houses  and  under  the  1945 
suggested  standard  a surplus  of  629  one-apartment  and  2,781 
two-apartments. 

It  does  not  follow  that  these  are,  in  fact,  the  numbers  of  houses 
that  wall  be  required,  since  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  will 
only  be  achieved  over  a considerable  period  and  the  figures  will 
need  to  be  reviewed  from  time  to  time  as  the  housing  programme 
progresses.  In  any  case  this  estimate  takes  no  account  of  the 
houses  required  to  replace  those  considered  unfit  for  human  occupa- 
tion, and  for  other  purposes. 

The  question  of  requirements  is  a very  difficult  one,  but  it  might 
be  said  that,  if  housing  is  to  be  arranged  on  the  1935  standard  of 
occupation,  2,913  houses  will  be  needed  to  abate  overcrowding, 
2,398  for  replacement  of  unfit  houses,  240  for  replacement  of  recon- 
ditioned sub-divided  houses,  400  for  re-development  schemes  in 
contemplation,  1,085  to  provide  for  families  at  present  in  excess 
of  dwelling  houses  and  600  a provisional  allowance  for  newly 
married  couples,  a total  of  7,636.  If  the  suggested  1945  standard 
of  occupancy  were  adopted  the  total  corresponding  figure  would 
be  9,940. 

Unfit  Houses. — It  was  estimated  during  the  year  that  the  total 
number  of  unfit  houses  in  the  burgh  was  2,032,  made  up  as  follows  : 


1 apartment  ..  518  4 apartments  2 

2 apartments  1,219  5 apartments  1 

3 apartments  268  6 apartments  and  over  4 


New  Houses. — The  following  information  regarding  houses 
certified  for  occupancy  during  the  year  has  been  kindly  supplied 
by  the  Master  of  Works  : — 

Local  Authority — 48  houses. 

Auchneagh  Scheme  (Timber  House  Contract) — 

12  cottages  of  3 apartments 
4 cottages  of  4 apartments. 

2 cottages  of  5 apartments. 

Upper  Bow  Farm  Scheme  (Part  of  1943  Programme) — 

1 8 tenement  houses  of  4 apartments. 

12  flatted  houses  of  4 apartments. 

Scottish  Special  Housing  Association — Transitional  Houses. 

Grieve  Road  and  North  Maukinhill — 

56  houses  of  3 apartments. 


Ministry  of  Works — Temporary  Houses. 

Bridgend  Scheme — 

2 houses  of  3 apartments. 

Private  Enterprise. 

3 villas  were  sub-divided  to  form  4 additional  houses. 
Town  Planning. 

The  following  information  has  also  been  provided  by  the  courtesy 
of  the  Master  of  Works  :• — 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  various  matters  relating 
to  Town  Planning. 

Plans  to  be  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State  under  the  provisions  of  the  Town 
and  Country  Planning  (Scotland)  Act,  1945,  designating  the  areas 
of  extensive  war  damage  with  the  relative  plans  for  re-developing 
of  the  areas  have  been  in  preparation  for  some  time  and  are  now 
well  advanced. 

Following  on  the  draft  outline  plan  for  re-development  of  the 
areas  referred  to  above,  which  had  the  general  approval  of  the 
Corporation,  large  scale  survey  plans  are  now  in  active  preparation 
to  allow  for  the  proposals  being  laid  down  in  detail. 

During  the  year  the  important  question  of  “ overspill  ” in  relation 
to  housing  has  been  carefully  investigated  and  will  be  the  subject 
of  a special  report. 

The  lay-out  plans  of  the  Larkfield  area  are  in  course  of  pre- 
paration and  will  shortly  be  ready  for  submission  to  the  Department 
of  Health  for  approval. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  showing  various  sites  in  the  Burgh 
which  are  available  for  industrial  development.  Many  enquiries 
have  been  received  regarding  these  and  the  desired  information 
has  been  supplied  along  with  plans  when  required. 

FACTORY  ACTS 

The  number  of  Factories  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1945  was 
564,  of  which  361  used  mechanical  power  and  203  did  not. 

The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  was  392,  and  25  visits 
were  made  to  other  premises,  particularly  where  works  of  building 
construction  were  in  progress.  Where  necessary  attention  was 
drawn  to  neglect  of  any  requirement  which  was  capable  of  easy 
remedy  and  this  was  effected  at  the  time  without  further  trouble. 
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Intimations  under  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  and 
informal  intimations  under  this  Act  were  served  on  owners  and 
occupiers  with  respect  to — 

(a)  Want  of  cleanliness  2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  con- 

veniences 4 

(c)  Other  nuisances  2 

With  one  exception  the  requirements  of  the  intimations  had 
been  complied  with  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Two  lists  of  outworkers  were  received  involving  117  persons, 
and  44  intimations  involving  62  persons  resident  outwith  the  Burgh 
were  sent  to  other  Local  Authorities  during  the  period. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  whole  of  the  drinking  water  of  the  Burgh  was  filtered  and 
treated  with  chlorine  gas  before  distribution.  Samples  were  sent 
fortnightly  for  bacteriological  examination — two  from  each  filter 
station,  one  of  filtered  water  and  one  of  the  same  water  after  chlor- 
ination. The  results  show  that  the  chlorinated  water  is  almost 
invariably  highly  satisfactory,  but  that  the  water  before  chlorina- 
tion is  not  so  free  from  indications  of  polution.  It  would,  therefore, 
appear  that  in  the  meantime  at  any  rate  the  maintenance  of  chlor- 
ination is  necessary  for  the  purity  of  the  supply. 

The  following  information  has  been  kindly  provided  by  the 
Engineer  and  Superintendent  of  the  Water  Works  : — 

A full  supply  of  water  for  domestic,  trade  and  mill  power  purposes 
was  maintained  throughout  the  year,  the  minimum  supply  available 
being  on  8th  September,  when  the  water  in  store  in  the  various 
reservoirs  amounted  to  151  days’  supply  for  all  purposes.  Chemical 
analyses  of  water  taken  from  the  various  sources  were  made  by  the 
Public  Analyst  and  these  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The 
quantity  of  water  used  for  domestic  purposes  was  approximately 
50  gallons  per  head  per  day. 


METEOROLOGY 

The  Water  Engineer  has  provided  the  following  information  : — 

The  rainfall  during  the  year  as  gauged  at  Prospecthill  Water 
Works  amounted  to  56.29  inches  against  64.53  inches  during  1944 
The  mean  rainfall  for  the  65  years,  1890-1944,  at  the  same  station 
was  62.15  inches. 

Bright  sunshine  during  the  year  amounted  to  1236.4  hours, 
as  against  1079.9  hours  during  1944. 
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SEWERAGE,  RIVER  POLLUTION  AND  NUISANCES 

Some  minor  cases  of  flooding  occurred  during  one  or  two  periods 
of  exceptional  rainfall  and  there  were  three  minor  breakdowns  in 
the  sewers  in  the  west-end,  one  of  which  was  due  to  tree  roots 
damaging  a joint  in  the  pipes.  The  necessary  repairs  were  carried 
out  immediately.  Apart  from  this  the  sewers  gave  satisfactory 
service  during  the  year.  } 

There  was  no  complaint  of  pollution  of  streams  during  the 
year. 

No  medical  certificates  were  required  in  connection  with  nuisances. 

PROPOGANDA 

The  “ Medical  Officer’s  Monthly  Bulletin  ” continued  to  be 
published  in  The  Greenock  Telegraph,  and  by  this  means  the  attention 
of  the  public  was  drawn  to  different  health  questions  which  were 
appropriate  from  time  to  time. 

A large  supply  of  excellent  leaflets,  provided  bv  the  Scottish 
Council  for  Health  Education,  was  maintained  at  the’  Public  Health 
Office,  and  these  were  definitely  popular  with  those  who  called 
there. 

Posters  on  the  subject  of  venereal  disease  were  maintained  in 
all  public  lavatories.  In  some  “ permanent  ” posters  wrere  ex- 
hibited and  in  other,  especially  in  the  harbour  area,  paper 
posters  were  renewed  each  month. 

Patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  were  given  helpful  literature 
particularly  on  the  question  of  how  to  live  in  safety  with  others. 

Large  posters  on  topical  health  subjects  w'ere  displayed  through- 
out the  burgh  on  poster-frames.  These  posters  w:ere  changed 
approximately  each  month. 

CIVIL  DEFENCE 

With  the  end  of  hostilities  the  active  Civil  Defence  arrangements 
were  terminated  during  the  year.  All  the  premises  utilised  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Casualty  Service  were  relinquished,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  special  ad  hoc  first-aid  post  at  Wellpark,  which  is  to 
be  retained  by  the  Corporation  and  converted  into  clinics.  All  the 
equipment  from  the  various  premises  was  collected  and  stored  in 
Wellpark.  Some  of  it  was  disposed  of  on  the  instructions  of  the 
Department  of  Health  and  arrangements  were  being  made  at  the 
end  of  the  year  to  distribute  as  much  of  the  rest  as  possible  to 
Corporation  departments,  hospitals,  doctors  and  chemists. 
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The  last  of  the  whole-time  staff  were  released  on  1st  July,  and 
the  part-time  personnel,  who  stood  down  on  8th  May,  were  finally 
relieved  of  their  obligations  on  1st  July,  1945. 

Thus  ended  the  active  life  of  the  Civil  Defence  Casualty  Service. 
It  was  in  some  ways  a very  loosely  knit  organisation,  held  together 
only  by  the  urge  of  the  individuals  comprising  it  to  serve  the 
community,  but  when  the  test  did  come  it  stood  fast  and  carried 
out  magnificent  work  under  great  difficulties.  The  thanks  of  the 
community  were  truly  earned. 

The  air  raid  shelters  are  still  with  us  and  those  of  the  communal 
domestic  type  still  create  a source  of  nuisance.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  they  will  be  demolished  at  an  early  date. 

WAR  EFFECTS 

The  community  would  appear  to  have  come  through  the  War 
years  without  suffering  marked  permanent  ill-effect.  There  is,  as 
was  to  be  expected,  very  considerable  war-weariness,  which  is  shown 
in  all  classes  of  the  population,  though  not  evenly  distributed 
throughout.  The  children  appear  to  have  suffered  least,  from  a 
physical  point  of  view  at  any  rate,  and  the  adolescents  most,  parti- 
cularly in  respect  of  tuberculosis. 

The  diet  to  which  we  have  of  necessity  become  accustomed 
and  which  has  now  served  its  purpose  could,  with  advantage,  be 
increased  in  amount  and  variety  for  the  whole  of  the  country  s 
population,  and  in  this  respect  an  increase  in  the  milk  allowance 
seems  to  be  particularly  necessary.  The  strain  on  the  housewife 
still  remains  as  acute  as  ever  and  it  is  important  to  realise  that  she 
cannot  be  expected  to  stand  that  strain  indefinitely  without  being 
overcome. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  did  good  work  during  the  period  of  host- 
ilities and  it  is  sincerely  to  be  ho  ped  that  its  policy  will  continue 
to  be  enlightened,  and  that  the  possible  deleterious  effects  of  partial 
deprivation  of  essential  food  stuffs  over  a period  is  duly  considered 
and,  if  at  all  possible,  prevented. 
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APPENDIX 


TABLE  I.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(A)  BIRTHS,  DEATHS  and  MARRIAGES. 


Number 

Registered 

in 

District 

Transfers 

Corrected  Number 

Out 

In 

Both 

Sexes 

Males 

Females 

Total  Births  (includ- 
ing Illegitimate) 
Illegitimate  Births 
Still- Births 
Marriages  .... 

Deaths 

1,508 

114 

49 

741 

935 

46 

5 

1 

95 

35 

7 

1 

134 

1,497 

116 

49 

974 

792 

71 

28 

524 

705 

45 

21 

450 

(B)  DEATHS  and  DEATH-RATES  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 


Ages 

Population 
Estimated  at 
Mid-Year  by 
M.O.H. 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Percentage 

of 

Total  Deaths 

Death-rate 
per  i,ooo  of 
the 

Population 

Average 
Death-rate 
per  i.ooo  of 
population 
during 
preceding 
5 years 

Under  1 year  .... 

From  1-5  years 
5-10 

10-15  „ 

„ 15-25  „ 

„ 25-35  „ 

„ 35-45  „ 

„ 45-55  „ 

„ 55-65  „ 

„ 65-75  „ 

„ 75-85  „ 

,,  85  and  over 

1,632 

5,776 

7,594 

7,399 

13,068 

10,743 

9.096 

7,978 

5,757 

3,115 

996 

134 

in 

25 

10 

7 

52 

39 

63 

95 

169 

217 

157 

29 

11.40 

2.57 

1.03 

0.72 

5.34 

4.00 

6.46 

9.75 

17.35 

22.28 

16.12 

2.98 

68.01 

4.32 

1.31 

0.94 

3.97 

3.63 

6.92 

11.90 

29.35 

69.66 

157.63 

216.41 

79.95 

6.50 

1.82 

1.91 

4.04 

4.15 

7.12 

12.63 

29.44 

72.04 

172.95 

257.55 

Total 

73,288 

974 

100.00 

13.29 

14.44 

TABLE  II. —CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (corrected  for  Transfers)— REGISTRAR  GENERAL— 1945. 
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TABLE  IV.— POPULATION  AND  PRINCIPAL  RATES 
PER  1,000— REGISTRAR  GENERAL— 1881-1945. 


Tuberculosis 

Year 

Population 

Death-rate 

Birth-rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Deal 

:h-rate 

Rate 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

1881-1885 

71,578 

22.19 

38.01 

139 

2.35 

O 96 

1885-1890 

72,073 

18.92 

32.23 

127 

2.03 

0 69 

1891 

63,432 

22.54 

32.55 

163 

1.82 

0 56 

1892 

63,027 

19.74 

35.83 

116 

2.01 

0 65 

1893 

62,713 

20.90 

32.96 

134 

1.59 

0 65 

1894 

62,400 

19.23 

32.20 

133 

2.09 

0 49 

1895 

62,090 

23.06 

33.84 

152 

1.62 

0 82 

1891-1895 

62,732 

21.09 

33.47 

139 

1.82 

0.63 

1896 

61,781 

17.84 

33.08 

120 

1.76 

0.55 

1897 

61,475 

22.17 

33.05 

159 

2.06 

0.68 

1898 

61,170 

21.38 

35.20 

136 

2.07 

0.83 

1899 

67,269 

19.64 

31.01 

142 

1.70 

0.83 

1900 

67,776 

19.18 

32.50 

130 

1.59 

0 84 

1896-1900 

63,894 

20.04 

32.96 

137 

1.83 

0.74 

1901 

68,264 

19.45 

29.84 

132 

1.46 

0.90 

1902 

68,756 

19.85 

31.74 

122 

1.81 

0.94 

1903 

69,252 

18.93 

29.56 

144 

1.68 

0.80 

1904 

69,749 

17.65 

30.09 

123 

1.20 

0.93  S' 

1905 

70,253 

18.78 

30.49 

116 

1.31 

1.05 

1901-1905 

69,254 

18.93 

30.34 

127 

1.49 

0.92 

1906 

70,758 

17,89 

32.21 

127 

1.34 

1.25 

1907 

71,269 

17.79 

30.25 

104 

1.54 

1 .08 

1008 

71,783 

17.00 

30.31 

118 

1.21 

1.12 

1909 

73,214 

15.01 

26.73 

95 

1.09 

1.09 

1910 

74,667 

18.87 

28.85 

129 

1.16 

0.96 

1 1906-1910 

72,338 

17.31 

29.67 

114 

1.26 

1.10 

1911 

75,028 

18.44 

30.73 

113 

1.50 

0.95 

1912 

76,337 

18.70 

31.30 

119 

1.44 

1.02 

1913 

77,166 

18.22 

31.03 

116 

1.47 

0.86 

1914 

77,642 

18.04 

32.84 

108 

1.00 

0.91 

1915 

77,695 

20.14 

29.49 

145 

1.15 

0.91 

1911-1915 

76,771 

18.70 

31,07 

120 

1.39 

0.93 
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TABLE  IV.— POPULATION  AND  PRINCIPAL  RATES 
PER  1,000 — Continued. 


Year 

Population 

Death-rate 

Birth-rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Tuber 

Deatl 

sulosis 

l-rate 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1916 

78,642 

17.10 

29.20 

109 

1.42 

0.75 

1917 

79,299 

15.10 

26.88 

92 

1.28 

0.83 

1918 

79,574 

17.88 

26.52 

110 

1.10 

0.82 

1919 

79,613 

17.25 

28.73 

99 

0.94 

0.59 

1920 

80,436 

16.51 

33.34 

104 

1.06 

0.69 

1916-1920 

79,512 

16.76 

28.93 

102 

1.16 

0.73 

1921 

81,120 

14.59 

30.16 

93 

1.01 

0.54 

1922 

81,370 

19.17 

27.68 

149 

1.03 

0.68 

1923 

81,522 

12.94 

27.04 

77 

0.99 

0.54 

1924 

82,096 

15.22 

24.16 

113 

1.00 

0.44 

1925 

81,200 

14.32 

24.54 

107 

0.85 

0.52 

1921-1925 

81,461 

15.24 

26.71 

107 

0.97 

0.54 

1926 

81,558 

13.74 

23.87 

90 

0.98 

0.34 

1927 

80,889 

13.26 

22.17 

89 

0.87 

0.44 

1928 

79,204 

15.74 

24.05 

120 

0.80 

0.34 

1929 

81,844 

15.57 

22.22 

111 

1.04 

0.26 

1930 

82,131 

13.69 

22.98 

96 

0.88 

0.30 

1926-1930 

81,125 

14.40 

23.05 

101 

0.91 

0.33 

1931 

79,012 

13.50 

23.40 

78 

0.90 

0.30 

1632 

79,387 

14.63 

21.47 

121 

0.66 

0.36 

1933 

79,486 

15.03 

20.60 

108 

0.88 

0.18 

1934 

79,605 

12.90 

20.86 

89 

0.79 

0.21 

1935 

79,980 

13.85 

21.16 

92 

0.76 

0.09 

1,931-1935 

79,494 

13.98 

21.49 

97 

0.79 

0.22 

1936 

80,524 

13.73 

20.29 

101 

0.63 

0.28 

1937 

80,957 

15.60 

21.60 

97 

1.01 

0.31 

1938 

81,297 

12.81 

20.24 

75 

0.79 

0.30 

1939 

81,366 

13.43 

20.30 

88 

0.93 

0.17 

1940 

79,629 

15.27 

19.7 

82 

0.92 

0.30 

1936-1940 

80,754 

14.16 

20.42 

88 

0.85 

0.27 

1941 

77,000 

14.84 

18.8 

90 

1.17 

0.31 

1942 

74,300 

13.95 

20.1 

104 

1.16 

0.33 

1943 

73,205 

14.22 

21.0 

80 

0.75 

0.21 

1944 

73,378 

13.50 

20.5 

81 

0.94 

0.46 

1945 

73,288 

13.29 

18.6 

74 

0.98 

0.29 

1941-1945 

74,234 

13.96 

19.8 

85 

0 99 

0.32 

TABLE  V.— SOURCES  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES— 1945. 
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TABLE  VI.— MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES— 1945. 
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TABLE  VII.— DISTRICT  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
WITH  NUMBER  REMOVED  TO  HOSPITAL— 1945. 
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TABLE. VI II— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  RATES— 1900-1945—  Continued. 
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